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EVENTS   CALENDAR 
Catholic Schools Week 

 
Monday, Jan. 28 

Advanced Band, 7:30am 
MomsÕ Bible Study, Conv. Conf. Rm. 8:30am 
Science Adventure, Rm. 212, 3:00-4:05pm 

Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30-4:30 
Campus Purchase Celebration, 7:00pm  

 
Tuesday, Jan. 29 

Beginning Band, 7:30am 
VPA Board, Parent Lounge, 8:30am 

3A Play, Theater, 10:45am 
3B Play, Theater, 11:15am 

Chess Club, 3:00pm 
Writing Club, Library, 3:15-4:15pm 

Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 30 
Dress Uniform 

Advanced Band, 7:30am 
Catholic Schools Liturgy, St. Bridget, 9:00am 

Grade 2 Field Trip, 9:15am 
Health Screening, Re-Screens 

Early Dismissal, 2:15pm 
Musical Theater, 2:15-3:15pm 

Talent Show Dress Rehearsal 2:15-4:30pm 
Parent Ed Seminar, Theater, 7:00pm 

 
Thursday, Jan. 31 

Beginning Band, 7:30am 
Faculty/Staff Appreciation Luncheon,  Parlor, 

11:30-1:00pm 
Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 

 
Friday, Feb. 1 

Villa Voices Choir, 7:30am 
Talent Show I, Gym, 10:30am 
Talent Show II, Gym, 2:00pm 

Ski Bus, 3:30 Ð 10:20pm 
 

Monday, Feb. 4 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

MomsÕ Bible Study, Conv. Conf. Rm. 8:30am 
Science Adventure, Rm. 212, 3:00-4:05pm 

Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 
Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30-4:30 
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   MONDAY MEMO                         January 28, 2008  

 

Dear Villa Academy Families, 
 

Welcome to Catholic Schools 
Week 2008!  This week honors 
and celebrates 8,000 Catholic 
schools around the nation 
through the theme of Catholic 
Schools Light the Way.  At 
Villa Academy we will celebrate the many, varied 
ways that we Òlight the wayÓ for others in our school, 
local, and global communities.  On Wednesday of 
this week, January 30, the students will gather with 
their teachers and the staff for our annual Catholic 
Schools Week liturgy at 9:00am at St. Bridget 
Church.  Please join us if your schedule permits. 
 

Our educational mission focuses on the education of 
the whole child in an environment that is infused with 
hope and optimism for the future and is founded 
upon Catholic tradition. In this tradition, the religious 
image of light is very rich; Christian Scripture often 
speaks of light in a powerful voice.   
 

In Isaiah 8:23-9:3, we learn about the Gentiles, a 
people seen by the Jews of that time as a population 
who walked in darkness.  We learn that they were 
transformed through a great light.  This reading 
suggests to me the transformative nature of 
education and of faith, and seems an apt one to 
share to honor Catholic Schools Week. 
 
           The people who walked in darkness have      

seen a great light; 
Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a   
light has shone.   
You have brought them abundant joy and  
great rejoicing, 
As they rejoice before you as at the harvest, 
As people make merry when dividing spoils. 
For the yoke that burdened them, 
The pole on their shoulder, 
And the rod of their taskmaster 

           You have smashed, as on the day of Midian. 
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This week we reflect on images of light that are translated daily in the classrooms and corridors, as well 
as on the playground and other areas of the campus.  Not only are these common-day places amazing 
settings for hope and optimism, they are also witness to the brightness and light in the faces of our 
children.  The beautiful faces of the students shine with the joy of learning and of being with friends.  In 
the common-day places of the Cafeteria, Main Office, and the work rooms scattered through the 
building I marvel at the glowing faces of adults which are illuminated with purpose and passion for 
educating and working with children.  Each day at the crosswalk, in the car line at drop off and pick up, 
and on the hot lunch serving line, I observe the faces of hard working parents who believe in a bright 
and unlimited future for their children.  Collectively these are the faces of Villa, faces that capture the 
light of our school and that of Catholic education in general. 
 

I extend my best wishes and heart-felt prayers to you for believing in our mission of education and the 
Catholic tradition of our school.  ItÕs a common investment we share which promotes unity of purpose, 
no matter what our particular faith tradition may be.  We are in this together and the better for it.  Happy 
Catholic Schools Week! 
 

God Bless, 
 

Polly Skinner  
Head of School 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

No Cell Phones at Carpool! 
As many of you may have noticed, there are two students posted outside the Kindergarten door on the 
north side of Villa during carpool. These students are a part of S.E.R.T. (Student Emergency Response 
Team.) Our team has observed a few safety concerns, such as drivers not watching the road, driving 
too fast, talking on cell phonesÉ and even folding laundry while driving!  
 

What we have seen most is cell phone use while driving. Did you know that studies have shown your 
driving is just as impaired when you are on your cell phone, as when driving under the influence of 
alcohol? As you all should already know, texting while driving is against the law as of January 1, 2008 
and talking on the cell phone (without a headset) will be illegal starting July 1, 2008.  
 

We have recommended, and the administration has agreed, that there should be no more talking on 
phones without a headset or texting, while driving on the Villa grounds. Our Villa staff is fully behind 
this. One teacher said, ÒWe see a lot of parents distracted on their phone while going through the 
carpool line. It is not only dangerous, with so many big cars and little kids, but it really slows things 
down.Ó 
 

Thank you for reading this notice. We are asking that we start this policy right away. So ready, or not, 
here it comes! WeÕll be out there to help remind you. 
 

~The S.E.R.T Team 
 

(For more information on the dangers of driving while talking on cell phones go here: 
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/articles%20and%20topics/crash%20causation/cell-phone-
dangers.htm)  
 

State Mandated Student Health Screening: This Wednesday, students who met our referral 
thresholds will be re-screened. After re-screening, if the student still meets referral thresholds in vision 
hearing or spinal curvature, you will receive a referral notice in the mail.  The referral note will contain 
specifics with regard to your childÕs screening including the recommendation for follow-up with your 
primary care physician. The bottom of the form has a section for your primary care physician to 
complete after your visit. Please return the completed form to the Main Office, so our records will be 
complete. 
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Health Screening Thank You 
Conducting the student health screening is an undertaking that would be impossible to manage without 
the help of dedicated volunteers. I want to thank the following Villa parents who have generously 
offered their assistance with this important job: 
Gina H. 
Georgine L. 
Carolyn C. 
Ann L.G. 
Lisa H. 
Danica P. 

Carrie R. 
Michelle V. 
Kristen P. 
Lendy V. 
Ann L.

 

SPU nursing instructor Carol Redfield, and her nursing students, Jennifer Broeckel, Amy Dufault, 
Shana Koubele, and JP Rogge were fabulous working with our students. Thank you all! 
  
Barnes & Noble Archdiocese of Seattl e Book Fair Ð Universi ty Village 
January 27 Ð January 30. 9:00am-11:00pm 
Present a voucher prior to making your purchase and a percentage of your purchase will be donated to 
Villa Academy. Please click on the convenient link in your E-Monday Memo or go online and click on 
the link to ÒForms and ListsÓ and download a Barnes and Noble Book Fair Flyer. 
 

Villa MomsÕ Bible Study 
A new women's Bible study begins January 28!   We are going to study two great women from the Old 
Testament, Ruth and Esther.   These two great women of faith are the only women for whom books of 
the Bible are named.  We will learn about the tough choices these women made and apply it to our 
lives today.   
 

All are welcome to attend -- many women who joined last year had never participated previously in a 
Bible study.  The group has become more than a Bible study; it is a group of Villa moms who have 
become friends and have gone below the surface.  Come be a part of it! 
 
            When:  Mondays from 8:30 am Ð 10:15 am  
            Where: Villa Campus 
                        Convent Conference Room (Preschool/Administration Building Ð 2nd floor, A-215) 
 

          Schedule:  
            8:30 Ð 8:45    Coffee and fellowship time 
           8:45 - 9:45     Bible Study 
           9:45 Ð10:15    Prayer 
 

The cost of the study guide is $10; the Bible study is non-denominational and is led by Villa mom, Carol 
M., who has led Bible studies in New York, Atlanta and Seattle.  Please contact Carol if you are 
interested in attending or learning more.  Hope to see you there as we seek to explore and journey 
together in our Christian faith.   
  
FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  
 

Aucti on Volunteer Opportunities 
One of the best ways to support the leap! for Villa auction is by volunteering.  We need a large team of 
people to perform a variety of tasks the day and night of the event.  Please view our auction volunteer 
opportunities and let us know if you can help fill any of these roles.  Thank you! 
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Aucti on item of the week 
We have many fabulous auction items for your bidding pleasure this year.  This week, weÕd like to 
highlight: 
Chocolate Factory Tour 
See how chocolates are made in the Seattle Chocolates 60,000 square foot warehouse and 
manufacturing facility.  Watch Frangos, Choxie, and Seattle Chocolates fine  
European truffles being made.  One hour tour for 8 children and 4 adults includes tasting Ð yum! 
Restrictions:  Must be arranged three weeks in advance (M-F).  Blackout dates: 10/1-12/25. Thank you 
Seattle Chocolates and Kirsty E. 
 
Aucti on reservations due February 8th 
Please send in your leap! for Villa reservation card by Friday, February 8th. 
  
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP TO FRANCE Ð DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

Student Trip to France meetings - in the Rainbow Theater during lunch. 
 

 Wednesday, February 13 
 Wednesday, February 20 
 Wednesday, February 27 
 Wednesday, March 5 
 Wednesday, March 12 
 

Monday, March 3,Trip to France Parent Info Night at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor. 
 

Wednesday, March 19, Students leave for France. 
 

Friday, March 28, Students return from France. 
  
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS  
 

Upcomi ng Events:  
 

Dress Rehearsal  for "The Academy Awards", Villa's annual talent show, will be held in the Gym on 
Wednesday, January 30, from 2:15-4:30pm. All participants in "The Academy Awards" are expected to 
attend the Dress Rehearsal. 
 

"The Academy Awards"  wi ll be held on Friday, February 1, 2008, in the Gym. 
 Part I: 10:30am 
 Part II:  2:00pm 
On VillaÕs website homepage, click on ÒForms & ListsÓ and scroll to ÒTalent Show Schedule,Ó to see 
which performance will feature your child. There is a convenient link in your E-Monday Memo. 
We are unable to accommodate requests for changes. 
 

See you on the red carpet! 
 

Valentine's Day Fun in the Middle School 
Student Council is hosting a trip to Skate King on Thursday, February 14, for all Middle School 
students. We will leave Villa on buses at 10:30am and return to school by 1:30pm. Students may bring 
their own skates or rent skates for free at Skate King. The snack bar will be open for students who wish 
to purchase lunch at Skate King or students may bring their own lunches. Permission slips are due 
Tuesday, January 29. 
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PARENT ASSOCIATION  
 

VILLA ACADEMY FACULTY and STAFF APPRECIATION DAY THANK YOU NOTES 
Notes wer e due LAST Friday 

 

All forms of expression of appreci ati on are welcomed and encouraged! 
¥ ChildrenÕs drawings 
¥ Student or parent written thank you notes (they need not be lengthy) 
¥ Other wonderful, original ideas (they just need to fit in the bags)  
¥ It is the thought that counts! 
  

Villa Academy Parent Education Series:  Featuring Dr.  Dimi tr i A. Christaki s,  
January 30, 2008 at 7:00-8:30pm -  Villa Academy Theater  
 

Tame the elephant in the living room and make TV work for your kids. In an ever-expanding television 
universe we think we understand what television is, but do we know what is does? Dr. Christakis 
illuminates the contentious issue of how television's messages can be a potentially positive or 
significantly negative influence, at all stages in your child's life.   
Infancy: What are the effects of TV on babies' attention spans and language development?  
Preschool: What are the effects of TV on children's aggressive and pro-social behavior?  
School age: What are the effects of TV on children's weight?  
Pre-teens and teens: What are the effects of TV on children's risk-taking (e.g alcohol use)? 
In each case, Dr. Christakis will review what science tells us about the effects of TV and what parents 
can do about it. He balances science and good sense and spices it with humor and wisdom. This is the 
resource you need to help you parent through the ever-growing maze of television options. 
 

Dr. Christakis, is a Professor of Pediatrics, Director of the Child Health Institute at the University of 
Washington, and a pediatrician at Children's Hospital in Seattle. Dr. Christakis is the author of over 100 
original research articles and a textbook of pediatrics. Dr. Christakis' research focuses on the effects of 
media on child health and development, and has been featured on Anderson Cooper 360, the Today 
Show, ABC, NBC, and CBS news as well as all major national newspapers.    
   
CYO NEWS  
 
Volleyball 
Registration is now closed.  You will be hearing from your coaches shortly for practice times.  Stay 
tuned! 
 

Basketball 
 

Here are the reported basketball scores from the weekend of January 19 - 20: 
 

5th Grade boys beat Seattle Country Day 
6th Grade boys beat St. Matthew 
7th Grade boys beat St. Mark 
8th Grade boys V beat St. Anne 
8th Grade boys JV lost to St. Matthew 
 

Go Vikings! 
 

Kevin Lee 
CYO Director 
206-729-0219, ext 270 
klee@thevilla.org 
 


