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CALENDAR REVISION 
 

Friday, December 21 
Free Dress - NO Box Top Store 
Remember, Dismissal at Noon 

EVENTS 
All Christmas Programs in the Theater 

 
Musical Theater Note: Check your 

schedule. Rehearsals are act and scene 
specific. 

 
Monday Dec. 17 

Advanced Band, 7:30am 
MomsÕ Bible Study, Off Site, 8:30am 

Preschool Program, 11:00am 
Grade 4 Field Trip 

Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30 Ð 4:30pm 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Beginning Band, 7:30am 

Grade 8 Field Trip 
Grades K, 1 & 2 Program, 2:00pm 

Chess Club, 3:00pm 
Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 

No Writing Club Today 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

Grades 3, 4 & 5 Program, 1:15pm 
Early Dismissal 2:15pm 

 

Thursday, Dec. 20 
Advanced & Beginning Band &  
Villa Strings, Theater, 7:30am 

Procurement Drop-Off 8:00 Ð 8:30am 
Grade 1 Fieldtrip 

Evening Program, 7:00pm 
 

Friday, Dec. 21 
Free Dress- No Boxtop Store 

Noon Dismissal/VillaCare Open 
 

Christmas Vacation 
December 24 Ð January 4 

VillaCare Closed 
 

 
 

 

5001 NE 50 th Street    Seatt le   Washington 98105 

T 206.524.8885        F 206.523-7131 

  
   MONDAY MEMO                         December 17, 2007  

 

  Dear Villa Academy Families, 
 

  TodayÕs Monday Memo will be the last of the    
  calendar year 2007; the next will be distributed on  
  Monday, January 14, 2008.  Please refer to this 

Memo and to the school calendar to help you 
traverse the next several weeks.   
 

We enter week three of the Advent season and 
continue to prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Jesus on Christmas Day.  The classes will light 
three candles of their Advent wreathes (and 
perhaps four as the last day of school before the 
holiday break arrives).  The cr• che is assembled 
in the second floor foyer awaiting the arrival of the 
baby Jesus on Friday.  The Christmas tree is lit 
and provides a sense of anticipation for all of us.  
Our work during Advent, as well as each and 
every day, is to nurture and foster the hope that 
Jesus will live through us.   
 

It is a blessing to work with children because their 
innate goodness shines through consistently.  My 
prayer for our students is that they continue to live 
their lives with that goodness fully intact and they 
understand they can be powerful forces in the 
lives of others just as Jesus was.  My prayer for 
our adults is that we continue to take precious time 
to nurture our children and show them the power 
of positive choices and living in all we do.   
 

Psalm 27, A Prayer of Praise, was read by the 
early Christians, who found an image of the kind of 
king Jesus wanted to be in their lives then, as well 
as in our own now.   
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Monday, Jan. 7 

Talent Show Registrations Due 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

MomsÕ Bible Study, Conv. Conf. Rm. 8:30am 
Science Adventures, Room 212, 3:00-4:05pm 

Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 
Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30 Ð 4:30pm 

 

Tuesday, Jan. 8 
Beginning Band, 7:30am 

Chess Club, 3:00pm 
Writing Club, Library, 3:15-4:15pm 

Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 9 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

Talent Show Auditions, 2:15 - 4:30pm 
Musical Theater, 2:15-3:15pm 

Early Dismissal, 2:15pm 
 

Thursday, Jan. 10 
Beginning Band, 7:30am 

Parent Association Meeting, Parlor, 8:30am 
Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 

 
Friday, Jan. 11 

Villa Voices Choir, 7:30am 
Open House 9:00-11:30am 

Ski Bus, 3:30 Ð 10:20pm 
 

Monday, Jan. 14 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

MomsÕ Bible Study, Conv. Conf. Rm. 8:30am 
Science Adventures, Room 212, 3:00-4:05pm 

Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 
Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30 Ð 4:30pm 

 
 

The words of the Psalm can remind us of what he 
said of himself at the synagogue in his hometown of 
Nazareth: 
 

 Ò The Spirit of the Lord is upon meÉ to bring  
              tidings to the poorÉ to proclaim liberty to   
              captives and recovery of  sight to the blind,    
              to let the oppressed go free.Ó 
 

Jesus is the King of kings who rules with justice; 
cares for the outcast; and brings peace, hope, and 
salvation to his people.  He showed the early 
Christians and he shows us, how to live.  The 
salvation story has not ended.  GodÕs plan continues 
to unfold in our time.  If we look carefully, we can 
see the reflection of our own lives side-by-side with 
JesusÕ life.  We can gain a better understanding 
about how our Father wants to work in our lives as 
well.  Let us strive to understand how we can let 
God work through our lives during Advent. 
 

Communications at Villa Academy  
Villa Academy promotes a close partnership with 
parents in the education of the students.  As Head 
of School, I believe that positive and effective 
communication is at the heart of a strong 
partnership.  The Monday Memo has served as a 
cornerstone in regular and consistent 
communication with you for years. 
 

We have been working to retain the essence of the 
Monday Memo, i.e., regular and consistent 
communication about school happenings, as we 

make the transition to electronic communication.  At the beginning of the 2007-2008 school 
year, we launched the e-mail version of the Monday Memo, which is delivered to your family 
email address each week.  Additionally, we informed you that we would ease the transition to 
electronic delivery by providing you with a hard copy through the first part of the school year. 
 

At the end of the first semester Ð the mid-point of the school year Ð we will complete the 
transition to a fully electronic Monday Memo and no longer send home an envelope containing 
a hard copy version each week.  The first ÒpaperlessÓ Monday Memo is scheduled for Monday, 
February 4, 2008.   
 

There are several important reasons for no longer producing a hard copy Monday Memo: 
 

 To provide one consistent method of communicating with our families electronically; 
 To provide a convenient, real-time means of sharing information with you; 
 To ensure prompt delivery to you rather than rely on Òkid mail;Ó 
 To eliminate the cost of hard copies Ð paper, copying, and production time; 
 To conserve on natural resources and be better stewards of our environment. 
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In keeping with all of the above, I want to address the topics of Òflyers.Ó  Villa Academy no 
longer distributes hard copy flyers to advertise and promote school activities.  Instead, we 
insert a link into the weekly electronic Monday Memo for parents to download flyers.  We 
began to implement this policy effective this year and we will continue to provide links to flyers 
rather than providing hard copies.  I understand that this has been challenging for some of the 
sponsoring individuals and committees to adapt to but I have confidence that our activities will 
continue to be successful while we adapt to electronic communications.  
 
As we make this transition to electronic communications, we will periodically evaluate how it is 
working.  I want to make certain that we give our best Òcan-doÓ effort and maintain an open 
mind because the reasons for transitioning are compelling.  I have confidence that it is the right 
thing to do for our community.  We need to devote ample time for the transition to work and I 
ask for your patience and support in allowing for that.  As always, you are welcome to share 
your insights and concerns with me directly.   
 
In closing, you have my sincere hopes for a blessed Christmas; you have my prayers for a 
time of peace and calm with family and friends.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
God Bless, 
 

Po l l y Ski n n er  
Head of School 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Christmas Program RemindersÉ  
If you wish to have siblings from other Lower or Middle school grades attend any of the  
programs, please plan to pick up the brother/sister at their classroom 10 minutes before 
the particular program.  Because we need to account for all our students at all times, 
teachers will not release students with just a note or a phone call.  We also request that you do 
not call the office to page students from class.  Thanks for your help with all these details.   
 

Jo d y Elsn er   
Lower School Director 
 
Attention Kindergarten Parents and Students!! 
In our main foyer each year, we display a lovely Christmas tree. Beautiful ornaments, donated 
by our Kindergarten students and their families over the past years, decorate the tree. We 
invite you and your Kindergarten student to choose, or make, and then donate, a small 
ornament for our Villa tree.  Many families choose the ornament together; picking something 
that is symbolic or special to their child.  If you wish to participate, your child can bring the 
ornament directly to Mrs. Skinner once the school day has begun (about 8:35 am) and they will 
hang it on the tree together.  We will also make sure your childÕs name is on the back of the 
ornament in permanent marker, so when he/she is in the 8th Grade, the ornament will be easy 
to identify on the tree, bringing back a flood of warm memories from their Kindergarten year at 
Villa.  Our tree will remain up until after the Feast of the Epiphany, and our return to school, so 
if you want to add your ornament when we return on January 7,  that would be fine also.  Help 
continue this tradition begun five years agoÉ and have a Merry Christmas! 
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Knights of Columbus Free Throw Competition 
The Knights of Columbus are again hosting a Free Throw Competition for kids aged 10 Ð 14. 
The competition will take place at Our Lady of the Lake Gym on January 12.  You may register 
on site, the day of the competition, or save time and download the entry form via the E-Monday 
Memo link. Forms are also available in the Parent Lounge and Main Office. Be sure to take 
proof of age, which may be requested at the registration desk. Last year, Villa students Sam 
B., Alexander P. and Jack S. won in their age level competition at the district level. Sam went 
on to compete at the regional level where he placed 2nd!  Give it a shot! 
  
FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  

 

Auction Procurement Drop-off Thursday Morning 
The procurement theme of the week is LEAP over to McCarthy & Schiering! 
Please stop by the Ravenna shop of McCarthy & Schiering, located at 6500 Ravenna Ave. 
NE, to contribute to our wine registry.  Once all the money has been collected, the shop will 
make special selections to be sold at our auction. 
 

Our wish list is updated once again, and this Thursday morning we have another 
convenient procurement drop-off from 8-8:30am. 
 

Please remember that the procurement deadline is Thursday, January 17 
All items and/or procurement forms are due on this day.  Our last procurement drop-off will 
take place on this day as well. 
 

Auction Volunteer Recruitment 
Thank you very much to those who have already signed up to volunteer for the auction.  
There are many spots remaining to be filled Ð please review the updated list of volunteer 
needs and contact Brigette Quichocho Ð bquichocho@thevilla.org or 206-729-0219 x 268 if 
you would like to help. 
 

*Direct links to the Auction Wish List and Procurement Theme of the Week, procurement 
forms and list of volunteer needs, may be found on the Villa website homepage, 
www.thevilla.org, or click on the direct links in your E-Monday Memo! 
  
FROM THE ADMISSION OFFICE  
 
Open House 
The holidays are always a busy time of year!  If, in the midst of your social activities, you 
see friends, neighbors or colleagues who may be considering Villa for their child(ren) next 
year, please encourage them to call the Admission Office and request an application 
packet or schedule a tour.  They are also most welcome to join us for our second Open 
House on Friday, January 11, at 9:00am.   
 

Application Deadline 
If someone in your own household needs an application for next year, now is the time to 
start!  We will happily send home all the materials via kidmail Ð just let us know.  The 
application deadline for the 2008-2009 school year is today.  Re-enrollment materials for 
currently enrolled students will be mailed home in February. 
 

Financial Aid 
Financial Aid application forms for the 2008-2009 school year will be mailed in early 
January to families currently receiving grants.  If your financial status has changed recently 
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and you would like to consider financial aid (tuition and/or laptop) for next year, please call 
me to request the appropriate forms.  Forms need to be completed and sent to the School 
and Student Service (SSS) for Financial Aid in Princeton, NJ by February 8.  In addition, 
copies of your W-2s, IRS form 1040 and all schedules for 2007 need to be forwarded to the 
Admission Office by March 3.  This is in accordance with SSS guidelines.  Without this 
information, applications cannot be considered.  All financial aid information is kept 
confidential. 

 

Thank you and Happy Holidays! 
 

Ma r l i n d a  Si eg fr i ed   
Admission Director 
   
FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT  
 

Note to Parents: Villa Bands & Villa Voices. 
There will be a combined rehearsal with the Villa Strings and both Villa Bands this Thursday 
morning at the regular rehearsal time (7:30-8:15am) in the Theater.  Advanced Band 
families, please note this extra practice.  It is essential that all band students are present. 
 

Students should arrive by 6:30pm Thursday evening to warm up and tune up for the 
performance. Please inform me directly, as soon as possible, if for any reason your child will 
not be at this performance.   Thanks for your help and support, and we'll look forward to 
seeing you at the concert! 

-  I r v 
     ikellenberger@thevilla.org 

 

The Villa Christmas programs are this week!  Students should wear nice, holiday, dress 
clothes for all programs! Thank you. 
 

 Preschool 
  Monday, December 17, 2007 at 11:00am in the Rainbow Theater 
 

 Kindergarten/1st/2nd Grades 
  Tuesday, December 18, 2007 at 2:00pm in the Rainbow Theater 
 

 3rd/4th/5th Grades 
  Wednesday, December 19, 2007 at 1:15pm in the Rainbow Theater 
 

 Villa Voices/ String Ensemble/ Beginning and Advance Bands 
  Thursday, December 20, 2007 at 7:00pm in the Rainbow Theater  
 
 

Sa r a  Ol son , Jen n i fer  H o l l owa y, Bi l l i e Cu bŽ, I r v Kel l en ber g er , An d r ea  E.,  Jea n  
Joh n son  
  
TALENT SHOW NEWS  
 
Talent Show registration forms are due Monday, January 7, our first day back at school 
in the new year. The registration information and form can be found on our Villa website. 
Click on the ÒForms & ListsÓ link on the home page. Easier still, click on the direct link in your 
E-Monday Memo. 
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THE WORLD FAMOUS VILLA ACADEMY COOKIE BAKE-OFF  
 
You will be pleased to know that Villa's industrious middle school students provided 40 
entries for our bake-off. Dozens of judges participated in the blind tasting during a recent 
Friday morning to determine the very best cookie. It was a grueling contest with judges 
repeating their tasting to be sure that they were accurate and thorough. All cookie entries 
were judged by 3 judges. The results are below: 
 

Honorable Mention went to: 
Jack K. for his Congo Cookie Bars 
Sullivan M. for his Special Super Scrumptious Cookies 
Alex S. and Gus L. for their Snapalicious Gingersnaps 
Annie C. for her Chocolate-Dipped Oatmeal Cookies 
Kjell H. for his Snickerdoodles 
 
The Silver Cookie Cutter was awarded to: 
Rena F. and Claudia G. for their Half Raspberry Pinwheels 
 
The Gold Cookie Cutter was awarded to: 
Madison B. and Jenay M. for their yummy Snickerdoodles 
 
And the coveted and much loved GOLDEN SPATULA was earned by our own (drum 
roll, please) JOE S. for his fabulous Chocolate Surprise Cookies!! 
Congratulations to Joe! And in his magnanimity, Joe shares his recipe with all of us. 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU ALL. 
 
Pa t  Pr ei b  
Middle School Director 
 

CHOCOLATE SURPRISE COOKIES 
Cookie dough: 
1 1/2 cups flour 
1/2 cup cocoa 
1/2 tsp baking soda                          
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 cup brown sugar                                                 
1/2 cup margarine 
1/4 cup peanut butter 

 
1  1 egg 
    1 tsp vanilla 
 
     Filling: 
     3/4 cup peanut butter 
     3/4 cup powdered sugar

 

Cream the margarine, sugar and peanut butter well. Beat in the egg and vanilla. Stir in the 
baking soda, cocoa and flour. Form this dough into 30 balls for regular-sized cookies. 
Combine the filling ingredients and form into 30 balls. With floured hands shape the 
chocolate ball around the peanut butter centers. Place 2 inches apart on an ungreased 
cookie sheet. If they are not completely covered, it's ok. Flatten slightly with the bottom of a 
drinking glass dipped in sugar. Bake in a preheated 375 degree oven for 7-9  minutes. 
Delicious! 
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PARENT ASSOCIATION  

VILLA ACADEMY FACULTY and STAFF 
APPRECIATION DAY THANK YOU NOTES 

 

Due date for notes: Friday, January 25, 2008 
 

Each year the Villa Parent Association prepares a heartfelt appreciation luncheon in 
celebration of VillaÕs fabulous teachers and staff.  This year the luncheon will be held on 
Thursday, January 31.  At the luncheon we present each faculty and staff member with a 
decorative bag containing appreciation notes written by Villa parents and students. The 
thank you notes are the best part of the day. Christmas break will provide a great 
opportunity for the kids to make cards.  
 

All forms of expression of  ÒappreciationÓ are welcomed and encouraged! 
• ChildrenÕs drawings 
• Student or parent written thank you notes (they need not be lengthy) 
• Other wonderful, original ideas (they just need to fit in the bags)  
• It is the thought that counts! 

 

Quick check-list: 
 

 Remember notes for members of the non-teaching staff who work hard behind 
the scenes helping the school to run smoothly.   
 

 Click on the ÒForms & ListsÓ link on our website homepage for a list of our Faculty 
and Staff or use the list in your directory for convenient reference. 
 

 Put the recipientÕs name on the outside of the envelope so we can sort the 
envelopes quickly and accurately.  
 

 Drop your notes (which we will collect daily) in the decorated box in the Parent 
Lounge, or send them via kidmail to Holly Johnson c/o Erik 5B by Friday, January 
25, so we have time to sort them and prepare the individual gift bags. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to make the Villa Academy Faculty and Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon a huge success!  Feel free to contact either of us if you have questions. 

 
H o l l y J.   a n d     Ger l i n d e W. 
 
Parent Education Seminar: Save the Date! January 30, 2008, 7:00 Ð 8:30pm. 
Dimitri Christakis, a pediatrician at ChildrenÕs Hospital in Seattle, associate professor at the 
University of WashingtonÕs School of Medicine, and the director of the Child Health Institute at 
the University of Washington, will be speaking at Villa. 
 

Co-author of The Elephant in the Living Room: Make Television Work for Your Kids, Christakis 
has also authored more than 100 original research articles and a textbook of pediatrics. He 
has appeared on CNN, NPR, Today, CBS News, ABC News, and NBC News.  
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CYO NEWS  
 
Here are the reported basketball scores from the weekend of December 8-9: 
 
4th Grade boys lost to Our Lady of Fatima 
4th Grade girls lost to Immaculate Conception 
5th Grade boys beat Our Lady of Fatima 
5th Grade girls beat Our Lady of Fatima #2 
6th Grade girls beat Holy Rosary Edmonds 
6th Grade boys beat St. Paul 
7th Grade girls beat Holy Rosary Edmonds 
8th Grade boys JV lost to St. Joseph 
8th Grade boys V beat Christ the King/ St. Benedict 
 

Go Vikings! 
 
Kevin Lee 
CYO Director 
206-729-0219, ext 270 
klee@thevilla.org 
 

  
EDP NEWS  
 
ItÕs time to sign up for: 
Science Adventures: Physics Factory.  
Who: Students in Grades K-3.   
When: Mondays, 3:00 Ð 4:05pm, beginning January 7, 2008.  
Where: Room 212 
 
A registration form can be downloaded from the Villa website. Click on the link to ÒForms and 
ListsÓ on the Villa homepage or click on the direct link from your E-Monday Memo. 
 
Diane Myers 
EDP Director 
dmyers@thevilla.org 
206-524-7009  


