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CALENDAR REVISION 

Trip to France Parent Meeti ng 
Place/Time Change:  

Parlor, 6:00pm MARCH 3, 2008 
 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

Monday- Tuesday, Feb. 18 -19 
Mid Winter Break 

No Classes - VillaCare Closed 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 20 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 
Early Dismissal, 2:15pm 

 
Thursday, Feb. 21 

Beginning Band, 7:30am 
Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 

 
Friday, Feb. 22 

Free Dress 
Co-Heads of School for the Day 

Kate & Peter R. 
Villa Voices Choir, 7:30am 

 
Monday, Feb. 25 

Advanced Band, 7:30am 
MomsÕ Bible Study, Parent Lounge, 8:30am 

Preschool Conferences begin at Noon 
No P4 enrichment 

All Preschool classes dismiss at 11:30am 
Destination Mars, Rm 212, 3:00 Ð 4:05pm 

Musical Theater, 3:15-5:30pm 
Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30-4:30 

 

 
 

 

5001 NE 50th Street   Seattle   Washington 98105 

T 206.524.8885        F 206.523.7131 

  
   MONDAY MEMO                         February 18, 2008  

 

Dear Villa Academy Families, 
 
Mid-Winter Break is here!  I hope that it affords the 
students and staff a brief respite to rest, relax, and 
re-group for the months ahead.  Enjoy Monday and 
Tuesday with your children. 
 

Excitement is in the air as the Gala Auction quickly 
approaches.  Villa AcademyÕs annual auction is a 
wonderful, most special event that gives our 
community an opportunity to dress up and have fun 
for a good cause Ð our students and their 
education.  If you have not yet reserved a ticket for 
leap! for Villa, itÕs not too late.  Just contact the 
Development Office this week to make 
arrangements. 
 

The highlight of each auction is the school Fund A 
Need project, which focuses on a particularly 
prominent or urgent need related to a learning 
space or some area of the curriculum.  In past 
years we have funded some amazing projects that 
otherwise would have waited for scarce operating 
funds to address.  HereÕs a remarkable list of past 
projects: 
 

 Parlor and Theater Remodel, 
summer 1999 

 Kitchen and Scullery Remodel, 
summer 2000 

 Library Remodel and New Hardware 
for Lower School Computer Lab,  

                  summer 2001 
 Fine Arts Program and Emergency 

Preparedness, summer 2002 
 

 Lower School Science Labs/Flex       
     Rooms and CYO Uniforms, summer 2003 

 Technology Initiative, summer 2004 
 Classroom Furniture, summer 2005 
 Fine Arts Initiative, summer 2006 
 Telephone System, summer 2007 
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This year I want to encourage everyone to leap! for Villa by supporting the Fund A Need 2008: leap! 
for the Gym! 
 

Each and every student, P3 through Grade 8, uses Villa AcademyÕs Gym, which currently needs some 
TLC through refreshing and modernizing.  Not only is it a well loved and special learning environment 
for all of our children, it is also a place that many visitors frequent during CYO athletic events, so it says 
a lot about our school, its community, and school spirit.   
 

We are thinking boldly this year as we reach for a goal of $100,000 to do a wide range of projects this 
summer.  HereÕs what we want to accomplish dependent upon the funds we raise the evening of the 
auction. 
 

If we reachÉ  
 

 $35,000 Then we will refinish and reline the gym floor, as well as recover  
                         the steps in the foyer.  

If we reachÉ  
 

 $70,000 Then we will accomplish the preceding project and paint the entire  
 facility Ð gym interior, bathrooms and locker rooms, as well as  
 replace the glass in the windows. 

If we reachÉ  
 

 $100,000 Then we will accomplish the preceding projects and install new  
plumbing to chill the water fountains, improve interior lighting and electrical 
capacity, install a motorized curtain in the middle of the gym to create two 
separate Òmini gymsÓ and give us increased learning space for additional 
classes, install a new wireless scoreboard, as well as install new volleyball 
sockets, standards and nets. 

 

The Gym dates back to the 1960Õs and has provided many years of good service to the school, but it 
needs a Òface lift.Ó  Our students will be thrilled to have a fresh, ÒnewÓ and exciting gym for PE classes, 
CYO athletics, and all-school assemblies.  I canÕt think of a more worthy ÒneedÓ and I canÕt think of a 
project that will elicit extreme excitement and joy. 
 

So get ready to leap! for Villa in a big way the night of the auction!  Go! Vikings! 
 
God Bless, 
Polly Skinner  
Head of School 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Summer Ideas Ð Flyers and Brochures in Parent Lounge 
!  Universi ty of Washington iD Tech Camps Send your child to a fun, educational summer 

camp that offers week long, day and overnight summer camp opportunities for students aged 
7-17.  

!  CYO Summer Camp Ð Opportunities for students in Grades 1-8  
!  Holy Names Academy Cougar Hoop Camp Õ08 Ð for students in Grades 4-9 

 
Middle School Spelling Bee Results 
Congratulations to Emma J. (6A) for wi nning our Villa Spelling Bee finals! She is eligible to compete 
in the Northwest Regional Spelling Bee on March 30. 2nd Place went to Michael O. (7B). 
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Congratulati ons to all the classr oom wi nners who competed in our fi nals:  
Evan S. 6A 
Landon B. 7A 
Lucas C. 8A 
Eric S. 8C 
  
FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  
 
Aucti on Item of the Week 

Evening of Argentinean Cuisi ne and Lati n American Art Lecture  
 

Join your fellow Villa parents for a unique evening featuring Argentinean food and wine, tango music in 
the background, and a lecture on Latin American art.  Argentinean Villa parents, Graciela R. and Silvia 
W. will host the evening for 30 guests featuring homemade dishes*. Silvia W., former Head of Latin 
American Paintings at Christie's in New York, will give a slide lecture discussing the great Latin 
American masters within the framework of  international auctions. Come hear about Frida Kahlo, Diego 
Rivera, and many more, and enjoy Graciela's stunning home and Argentina's famous cuisine.  
Restrictions: Date is Saturday, April 12, 2008  
Value: Priceless  
Thank youÉ R. Family and W. Family 
*We would like to thank Silvia's mother, Olga, for her help and guidance in cooking many of these 
dishes. 
 

Aucti on Catalogs Arrive This Week 
If you have sent in your auction reservation, you will be receiving an auction catalog on Thursday or 
Friday of this week, via Kid Mail. 
 
Class Project Photos Online 
Beginning Friday, you will be able to view your studentÕs class project online. 
   
FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE  
 

"  All tuition accounts must be current in order to receive  re-enrollment agreements for the 2008-09 
school year. Please be certain that your account is current. 

"  Re-enrollment agreements wi ll be mailed home right after  Mid-Winter Break only to fami lies 
who are current on their tuition accounts.  

 
Please contact Cynthia Wright (x265) or Cathleen Schilling  (x263) in the Business Office if you have any 
questions about your account. 
  
ATTENDANCE REPORTING GUIDELINES  
 

ItÕs time for a reminder about reporting your childÕs attendance. Attendance procedures are outlined in 
your Family Handbook on pages 7 & 8.   
 
If your child will miss more than two days of school due to family travel plans, we ask you to complete a 
Leave of Absence Form for Lower or Middle School. This form is due two weeks prior to the 
absence. Advance notice is crucial in helping teachers plan for extended absences. Even if your child 
will miss only one or two days on either end of a planned school vacation, while the form is not 
necessary, advance notice is required.  
Teachers have a very hard time planning daily lessons when they do not know how many children will 
be attending school. The impact on our academic program is significant when many families choose to 
extend a school vacation.   
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Please reconsider planning an early dismissal for your child/ren the day before a school vacation. 
Imagine the disruption to a classroom when the teacher has students leaving as often as every hour to 
half hour, ending the day with half the original number of students.  
 

Remember to always report attendance information to the Main Office via email villa-office@thevilla.org 
or by phone 206-729-0219 ext 333. When your child is ill, it helps us to track illness if you briefly 
describe your childÕs symptoms. If you are emailing your childÕs teacher, simply copy villa-
office@thevilla.org on that email. 
 

If your child will arrive late to school please leave a message on the attendance extension or email us. 
If your child will be leaving early, we appreciate this information early in the day so we can locate your 
child more readily when you arrive. 
 

We cannot allow your child to leave school with any other adult if we have not had written or verbal 
communication from you. Thank you for helping us keep Villa Academy children safe. 
  
FROM THE PARENT ASSOCIATION  
 

Parent Educati on Lecture Ð 3rd in our 2007-2008 Parent Education Series: 
Bruce Brown: The Role of Parents in Athleti cs (for parents only) 
February 26 at 7:00pm, Villa Parlor 
A straightforward message from athletes to their parents about how adults can help their athletic 
performance, create good memories and demonstrate respect from the perspective of young people. 
 
Speaker Bruce Brown has 35 years experience as a teacher, coach, athletic administrator at the junior 
high, high school, junior college and collegiate levels.  He coached football, basketball, baseball, and 
volleyball.  Mr. Brown is the Director of Proactive Coaching, and Clinician, who speaks nationally to 
athletes, coaches, parents, school districts, and corporations. 
   

CYO NEWS  
 

Basketball 
It has been a great season for hoops.  Great job basketball players, and special congratulations to the 
teams that made it to the playoffs:  6th Grade Girls, 6th Grade Boys, 7th Grade Boys, 8th 
Grade Boys. Thanks also to the dedicated coaches and volunteers who make our CYO program a 
great success! 
 

Kevin Lee 
206-729-0219, ext 270 
klee@thevilla.org 
   
EDP NEWS  
 

Science Adventures: Desti nati on Mars 
Grades K-2 
Mondays 3:00 Ð 4:05pm 
Begins Monday, February 25. 
 

Once On This island 
Tickets avai lable now for evening performances on March 3 & 4. 
 

Thank you and Farewel l to Diane Myers 
Villa Academy has been most fortunate to have Diane as EDP Director for the past 5 years. She 
transformed our EDP and summer programs into innovative, dynamic, enrichment programs for our 
students. We wish Diane well in her new life in San Diego. Our EDP staff has been well trained and 
prepared for the transition, but we will all miss Diane. Thank you Diane, for all the heart and energy you 
devoted to our children and our families. 


