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EVENTS CALENDAR 

 
Monday, March 17 
St. Patrick's Day 

Free Green Dress/Box Top Store 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

Moms' Bible Study, Parent Lounge, 8:30am 
Destination Mars, Rm 212, 3:00 - 4:05pm 

Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30-4:30 
 

Tuesday, March 18 
Grade 5 Field Trip 

Beginning Band, 7:30am 
VPA Board Meeting, Parent Lounge, 8:30am 

Chess Club, 3:00pm 
 

Wednesday, March 19 
MS Students Leave for Trip to France 

Advanced Band, 7:30am 
Early Dismissal, 2:15pm 

 
Thursday, March 20 

Dress Uniform 
Holy Thursday 

Yearbook Orders are Due 
Villa Strings, Chapel, 7:45am 

Beginning Band, 7:30am 
 

Friday, March 21 
Dress Uniform 
Good Friday 

Villa Voices, 7:30am 
11:30am Dismissal 

VillaCare Open 
 

March 24 -30 
Spring Break 

NO CLASSES/VillaCare Closed 
 

 
 

 

5001 NE 50 th Street    Seatt le   Washington 98105 

T 206.524.8885        F 206.523.7131 

  
   MONDAY MEMO                                     March 17, 2008  
                                                                                  Dear Villa Academy Families, 

 

Congratulations to our Grade Seven students who 
distinguished themselves at the annual North 
Seattle Deanery Science Fair.  This year there 
were 100 seventh grade entries in the Science Fair, 
which was held at NOAA and officiated by many of 
our local areaÕs outstanding professionals in the 
fields of science, higher education, and 
engineering. 
 

Special congratulations to these Villa Academy 
seventh grade students: 
 

!  1st Place Ð Logan P. for ÒGibberishÓ 
!  3rd Place Ð Jane C. Ð ÒI C UÓ 
!  Honorable Mention Ð Brooke A. Ð 

                                                    ÒGas HarassÓ 
!  Honorable Mention Ð Anna C. Ð        

                                                    ÒBlow, Blow, BlowÓ 
!  Honorable Mention Ð Joe S. Ð  

                                                    ÒSnow DayÓ 
!  Honorable Mention Ð Alex K. Ð  

                                             ÒThe Power WithinÓ 
 

Mr. Scott Harron and Ms. Janis Smith helped guide 
the students in their projects and noted that the 
caliber of this yearÕs Science Fair projects was 
outstanding.  Thanks to the parent volunteers and 
Tech Department staff who also supported the 
students. 
 
The week ahead finds us involved in a host of 
events and activities as you will note below: 
 

!  Yesterday was Palm/Passion Sunday and 
marked the beginning of Holy Week.  This 
week is the last week of Lent and the focus 
of the religion classes will be on the events     

                                                                                         leading up to JesusÕ crucifixion and                      
                                                                                         resurrection.  
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EVENTS CALENDAR 

CONTINUED 
 

Monday, March 31 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

Moms' Bible Study, Parent Lounge, 8:30am 
Final Destination Mars, Rm. 212, 3:00-4:05pm 

Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30-4:30 
 

Tuesday, April 1 
Grade 2 Field Trip 

Beginning Band, 7:30am 
Chess Club, 3:00pm 

 
Wednesday, April 2 

Grade 6 Field Trip 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

Grade 5 Colonial Travel Agencies, 8:30-9:30am 
Early Dismissal, 2:15pm 

 
Thursday, April 3 

Beginning Band, 7:30am 
Villa Strings, Chapel 7:45am 

Parent Association Meeting, Parlor, 8:30am 
 

Friday, April 4 
MS Director for the Day 

Chelsea R. 
Middle School Free Dress 

Villa Voices, 7:30am 
 

Monday, April 7 
Spring Book Fair all Week – Rainbow Theater 

Advanced Band, 7:30am 
Moms' Bible Study, Parent Lounge, 8:30am 

Villa dell ÔArte, 3:00 - 4:30pm 
Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30-4:30 

            In an effort to be developmentally   
            appropriate and child-centered in our  
            approach to Lent and Holy Week, some  
            activities have been school-wide (Ash  
            Wednesday, Stations of the Cross, Rice  
            Bowl collections, and the Simple Lenten  
            Luncheon) while others have been by  
            section or grade level (the Middle School  
            Seder Meal, etc.).   
 

!  This week is also the first week of the 
Third Trimester, which means that our 
school year is 2/3rds of the way to its 
completion.  It truly is a significant 
milestone in the current school year 
because the students and their teachers 
are engaged in relevant and essential 
content and skills building.  Report cards 
will be distributed on Friday, March 21.   

 

           I encourage you to spend time with your   
           students specific to the successes and  
           achievements of the last three months.   
           Please encourage their continued  
           motivation and efforts when we return from  
           the Easter break as the final trimester of  
           the academic year begins in earnest.  We  
           are rooting for a strong finish for all! 
 

!  The Middle School Trip to France over the 
vacation break is rapidly approaching.  
Those students who will be participating 
depart on Wednesday of this week.  Bon 
Voyage!  Many thanks to the generous 
staff members who will be traveling with  

                                                                                           and chaperoning the students Ð Christine  
                                                                                           Joulain, Lindsey Hegyi, and Pat Preib. 

 

!  On Thursday, March 20, the Pacific Northwest Association of Independent Schools (PNAIS) will 
notify the Eighth Graders and their parents about admission decisions.  I will update the 
community about the 2008 high school application process, our acceptance rates, etc.   

 

!  Please remember that Friday, March 21 is Good Friday.  It is our tradition to dismiss at 11:30am 
to allow our families, faculty and staff an opportunity to participate in afternoon services at their 
parishes and congregations.  For those families who do not share the Christian faith tradition, 
thank you for your understanding of this practice. 

 

There will be no Monday Memo until April 7, so please keep your school calendars close at hand.  If 
you have not yet had an opportunity to visit Villa AcademyÕs new website, please check it out for any 
information that you might need. 
 

I wish you the gift of a holy Easter and hope that you will find some time to enjoy having a respite from 
the daily routine of the school day schedule.  Enjoy having the children at home! 
 

God Bless, 
Po l l y Sk i n n er   
Head of School 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
2008 Yearbook Orders 
We are taking orders now for the 2008 Villa Academy yearbook. Books are $36.00 apiece and orders 
must be placed by March 20. This is a firm deadline.  We are unable to accommodate late orders. 
If you have a graduate this year, a yearbook is already on order for him/her. You need not order a book 
unless you would like a second copy. 
 

Preliminary Calendar Highlights for 2008-2009 
Click on the direct link in your E-Memo or go to the Forms page of the Villa website.  
 
It’s Spring Book Fair Time 
Mark your calendars and make plans to visit the Spring Book Fair. The Book Fair will be open in the 
Rainbow Theater Monday, April 7 and run through Friday, April 11. 
 

Students will visit the Book Fair with their Library class, but parents are welcome to browse and shop 
anytime during our hours of operation.  The hours are 8:20am to 3:30pm Monday through Thursday.  
Friday we will close at noon.  
 

Books will be provided by the Secret Garden Bookstore.  Shop early in the week for the best selection. 
 

Ka r en  St r a n d  a n d  Lesl i e Keen ey 
Villa Library 
 
Target Rebate Thank You! 
We appreciate everyone who is using their Target REDcard and has designated Villa Academy as the 
recipient of the ÒTake Charge of EducationÓ 1% rebate. Thank you!  
 

Living Stations of the Cross – St. Bridget – Tuesday, March 18, 8:00pm 
The youth group at St. Stephen the Martyr Parish in Renton is coming to St. Bridget to perform the 
Living Stations of the Cross. Questions? Call Joe Rinalde, 206-523-8730.  
 

Villa Notables 
Congratulations to Michael O. (Grade 7) who has just been notified by the National Geographic 
Society that he is one of the finalists eligible to compete in the 2008 Washington Geographic Bee. As 
our school level winner, he took a qualifying test and the top 100 students in the State were invited to 
compete on April 4 at the Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center. The State winner will 
represent Washington in the National Finals in Washington DC in May. 
 
How would you fare as a Bee contestant? At the school level this year, students had to answer 
questions such as: 
 
Which country's vegetation regions range from the Nubian Desert in the North to tropical rain forest in 
the extreme South? 
(Answer: Sudan)  
   
FROM THE ADMISSION OFFICE  
 
Thank you to all of you who returned your re-enrollment agreements on time.  We appreciate your 
speedy reply and are very happy that you will be joining us for the 2008-2009 school year!   
 

As you are aware, the deadline for returning re-enrollment agreements was March 6.  We have 
attempted to reach anyone we have not yet heard from, by phone and/or email. Thank you to those of 
you who have responded with clarification of your plans.  Based on the information we have at this 
time, we will be making offers to new families, in accordance with the PNAIS admission timeline, on 
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March 20.  If you have chosen not to return your childÕs agreement and deposit, please be aware that 
their place at Villa next year is no longer guaranteed.  As always, if you have any questions, please 
donÕt hesitate to call the Admission Office at 206-527-9388. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Ma r l i n d a  Si eg fr i ed  
Admission Director 
 
  
FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  
 
Missing Auction Item 
We are missing an auction item, and hope that someone might have taken it home with their own 
purchases by mistake.  The missing item is the Leonetti Cellar Cabernet Sauvignon 6 Bottle Vertical 
and it was packed in a yellow Cayuse box.  Please contact Brigette bquichocho@thevilla.org if you 
know the location of this item.  The winning bidder will be most grateful! 
 

Grandparents Day – May 9, 2008 
Grandparents Day is coming up on Friday, May 9.  WeÕre trying something new this year, starting with 
Mass at St. Bridget Church at 9:00am and ending the school day at noon.  April 1, we will mail 
invitations to those grandparents (and grandfriends) for whom we have addresses. If you did not submit 
your Grandparent Information form earlier this year, please e-mail the name/s, address/es, phone 
number/s, and e-mail address/es of those you would like invited to Grandparents Day, to Nicole 
ncollora@thevilla.org by this Friday, March 21.  
  
COMMUNITY SERVICE CORNER  
 
Kindergarten & Grade 5 - Half Pint Library at Children's Hospital Project – March 17 - 21 
The Kindergarten and the Grade 5 classes are teaming up to do a special service project. They are 
collecting "second hand books" or "gently used books" on behalf of Half Priced Books. The books 
collected will be donated to Half Pint Library at Children's Hospital. Please do not buy new books but 
find books that someone else might enjoy, books that are in good shape and gently used. The book 
drive will be for one week only from March 17-21. A donation book box will be in the hallways for 
your donations. This is a great time to donate some of those children's books that your child has 
outgrown. You are welcome to check out the web site: www.halfpricebooks.com to find further 
information. A big Òthank youÓ in advance for helping with this special service project. 
 
Operation Rice Bowl Update 
Thank you to everyone for the generous donations toward Operation Rice Bowl, the Lenten program 
sponsored by Catholic Relief Services.  $412.86 was raised to help those around the world in need of 
food.  Thanks again! 
 

Th i r d  Gr a d e Tea m . 
 
Grade 4 Empty Soup Bowl Supper 
The Empty Soup Bowl Supper was very successful!  $700 was raised for Food Lifeline. Thank you to all 
of our parent helpers who prepared the food, served dinner and cleaned up after the meal! 
 
Fou r t h  Gr a d e Tea m  
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FROM THE PARENT ASSOCIATION  
 
Villa Academy Parent Education Series 
Drug and Alcohol Use in Youth, Parent Prevention and Intervention 
Tuesday, April 29 at 8:45-9:45am - Villa Parlor 
Science and Management of Addictions (SAMA) will give a panel presentation on substance abuse 
among youth in Seattle, the effects of substances on the developing adolescent brain, and on parent 
prevention and intervention. 

SAMA was founded by Dr. Robert Day, President and Director Emeritus of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center, and his wife, CJ Taylor, Founding Executive Director of the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation Puget Sound Affiliate, after years of trying to get help for their daughterÕs substance 
addiction.  It is a privately funded non-profit organization, based in Seattle that is working to eliminate 
the disease of substance addiction in youth by advancing research, education, and treatment. 

Put on your thinking cap—what does Villa need? 
Thanks to your fundraising efforts, the Villa Parent Association has allocated $5000 for a ÒGift to 
School.Ó What do you think the school, students or faculty could use this year? The English handbells 
you enjoy at Villa liturgies were a VPA ÒGift to SchoolÓ in 2006. If you have a great idea, email it to 
Marlee A. or download a ÒGift to School RequestÓ form from the website and return it to the Main Office. 
 Of course weÕd love to hear your ideas throughout the year! To be eligible for the 2008 Gift to School, 
please reply by April 9. Thanks! 
  
CYO NEWS  
 
Villa Academy Family Night at Safeco Field: Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 7:10pm 
Join in the fun and root for the Mariners with your Villa friends! Special ticket price! 
Click on the link in your E-memo or go to the Forms & Lists page of the Villa website to view the details. 
Email groupmanager@mariners.com and type ÒVilla AcademyÓ in the subject line. You will receive a 
reply email with a link to purchase tickets. If you wish to sit with another family, please place one group 
order. 
 

Track and Field News 
Time to get your running shoes on!  Track and Field registration is happening now.  Open to students in 
Grades 4-8. Pick up your registration form in the Main Office or click on the direct link in your E-memo. 
 

Track practices will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3:15-4:30pm. Athletes meet at the gazebo.  
  

"  First practice: Tuesday, April 1 
 

"  Preliminary Meet:  Saturday, May 3, at Highline Stadium 
 

"  Qualifying Meet:  Saturday, May 10, at Rainier Beach Stadium 
 

"  8th Grade Pentathlon: Sunday, May 11, at West Seattle Stadium 
 

"  Individual Championship Meet: Saturday, May 17, at Highline Stadium 
 

"  Team Championship Meet: Saturday, May 31, at Highline Stadium 
 
Volleyball News: The reported Volleyball scores from the weekend of March 8 & 9: 
 

8th Grade girls gold team lost to St. Anne 
7th Grade girls blue team beat Christ the King/St. Benedict 
Go Vikings! 
 

Kevi n  Lee 
206-729-0219, ext 270 
klee@thevilla.org 
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EDP NEWS  
 
Please email edp@thevilla.org to communicate when your child will be dropping in for before or 
after school care. 
 
Please email before noon for drop-ins/changes in attendance at VillaCare. Thank you! 
 
 
Spring Enrichment Programs: Register Now! 
Click on the direct links in your E-Memo or go to the Forms & Lists page of the Villa website for 
registration forms. Forms are also available in the Main Office. 
 
Science Adventures: Wright Flight 
For Students in Grades K - 2 
Mondays 3:00 – 4:05pm 
April 14, 21, 28 and May 5, 12. 
Children will follow in the Wright brothersÕ footsteps while studying aerial motion with flying machines of 
all shapes and sizes. They will construct a kite, launch a rocket and utilize a model helicopter to 
examine propeller power. 
 

Villa dell’Arte 
Bats & Birds of a Feather 
For Students in Grades K – 2 
Mondays 3:00- 4:30pm 
April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5, 12, 19 
Villa dellÕArte is a potpourri of theatrical experiences including: mime, acting, improvisation, movement, 
music, story theatre and puppetry. Students will share their works-in-progress on the last day of class. 
 

EDP Friday, March 14 
If your child will be attending EDP this Friday, after our 11:30am dismissal for Good Friday, please sign 
up on the clipboard in the VillaCare room.  We have a limited number of spots available and will close 
signups on Wednesday, March 19, at 6:00pm.  Students who attend this Friday need to bring  
a disposable sack lunch, including a beverage.  Regular snacks will be served in the afternoon.  
Because it is Good Friday, we will be closing EDP at 5:00pm.  
 
Letter from Mrs. Elsner 
Dear EDP Families, 
This Friday, we say goodbye to Erica Sweeney, one of our VillaCare counselors and part-time cashier 
in the lunchroom.  Erica has been the smiling face greeting children in EDP in the morning this year and 
a member of our superb team every afternoon.  Erica is off to graduate school at the UW where she will 
be pursuing a teaching degree. Thank you, Erica, for the love and concern you have shown to all our 
Villa children.  You will be greatly missed, but we are thrilled that you are becoming a teacher.  Good  
luck! 
 

Beginning on March 31, the morning shift in VillaCare will be shared by Mrs. Elsner and Ms. McFarland, 
one of our first grade teachers.  In the afternoons, we are thrilled to have the energy and enthusiasm of 
Marc, James, Mikalya, and Charlie.  What a team! 
 

Jod y El sn er  
Lower School Director/EDP Supervisor 


