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CALENDAR REVISIONS FOR MAY 
Friday, May 23 
Field Day (K-7) 

Free Dress 
Final Box Top Store 

 

Friday, May 30 
Regular Uniform Day 

Nice Free Dress for Grade 8 Only 
----------------------------------------------------- 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

Monday, May 12 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 

Moms' Bible Study, Parent Lounge, 8:30am 
Final Wright Flight, 3:00 – 4:05pm 

Villa dell ‘Arte, 3:00 - 4:30pm 
Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30-4:30pm 

 

Tuesday, May 13 
Beginning Band, 7:30am 

Parents in Prayer, Chapel, 8:35am 
Grade 2 Field Trip, 9:45am 

Chess Club, 3:00pm 
Writing Club, Library, 3:15 – 4:15pm 

 

Wednesday, May 14 
Grade 5 Camp -7:45am Departure 

Advanced Band, 7:30am 
Early Dismissal, 2:15pm 

BOT, Parlor, 6:00pm 
 

Thursday, May 15 
Grade 5 Camp 

Combined Bands & Strings, Chapel, 7:30am 
Grade 8 Poetry Night, Theater, 7:00pm 

 

Friday, May 16 
Villa Voices, 7:30am 

Grade 4 Field Trip, 9:15am 
Grade 5 Camp, Return 1:00pm 

 

Monday, May 19 
No E-Memo Today 

Advanced Band, 7:30am 
Moms' Bible Study, Parent Lounge, 8:30am 

Final Villa dell ‘Arte, 3:00 - 4:30pm 
Birds of a Feather Performance 5:00pm 

Math Club, Rm. 506, 3:30-4:30pm 
 

 
 

 

5001 NE 50 th Street    Seatt le   Washington 98105 

T 206.524.8885        F 206.523.7131 

  
   MONDAY MEMO                                     May 12, 2008 

                                                                                     
Dear Villa Academy Families, 
 
Today’s Monday Memo will cover two weeks of 
events and activities because there will be no 
Monday Memo next week.  Please read closely and 
refer to your School Calendar and the Website 
when in doubt.  As we approach mid-May and the 
end of the school year Villa Academy becomes a 
beehive of activity, so please bear with us. 
 
The next month up to the last day of the school 
year on June 18th will be prime learning time as the 
faculty reinforces essential skills and content before 
the summer hiatus.  We ask that you encourage 
the children to make a strong finish to their school 
year through continued motivation and attention.  It 
is our plan to keep our momentum going around 
teaching and learning, through the end of the year 
with some special events interspersed along the 
way. 
 
ÒWhat is it?Ó  Many of you have noticed the work 
that is being done on the west side of the Main 
Building to the north of the front entryway, and 
wanted to know what it is.  This project is the 
legacy gift of Villa Academy’s graduating class of 
2008, which has been donated by the H. family and 
other parents in the class.  The wonderful feature of 
Jeff H’s design is that the marble structure will 
accommodate “time capsules” for each year’s 
graduating class.  There will be a dedication of the 
legacy gift before the Eighth Grade class leaves 
Villa Academy.  Many thanks to the H. family  and 
our Grade Eight families!   
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Tuesday, May 20 

Beginning Band, 7:30am 
Grades 5-8 Parent Coffee, Parlor, 8:30am 

Chess Club, 3:00pm 
Writing Club, Library, 3:15 – 4:15pm 

08-09 Kindergarten Orientation, Parlor, 7:00pm 
 

Wednesday, May 21 
Advanced Band, 7:30am 
Early Dismissal, 2:15pm 

Spring Concert, Theater, 7:00pm 
 

Thursday, May 22 
No Band Today 

Grades PS – 4 Parent Coffee, Parlor, 8:30am 
Seattle Film Festival Premier Night, 7:00pm 

 

Friday, May 23 
Field Day (K-7) 

Free Dress 
Final Box Top Store 

Villa Middle School Dance, 7:00-9:00pm 
 

Monday, May 26 
Memorial Day 

No Classes/ VillaCare Closed 
 

Tuesday, May 27 
E-Memo Sent Today 
Beginning Band, 7:30am 

Grade 8 Cabrini Awards, Chapel, 8:30am 
Chess Club, 3:00pm 

Writing Club, Library, 3:15 – 4:15pm 
 

GrandparentsÕ and Grandfr iendsÕ Day:  It was a 
delight to welcome grandparents and grandfriends 
to school on Friday!  We had a lovely morning 
complete with prayer, celebration, classroom visits, 
and photographs.  At the end of the Morning Prayer 
service we had a special recognition honoring Villa 
Academy’s Grade Seven students who were 
awarded leadership pins and certificates from the 
Archdiocese of Seattle.  The following students 
were recognized: 
 
Julie Henling    -   Leadership in Faith:   
Julie demonstrates an explicit knowledge of the 
Catholic faith and an awareness of its influence on 
her conduct as a school leader.  
 
Reilly Anderson -   Leadership in Academic 
Achievement:  Reilly demonstrates excellence in 
academic achievement in any subject and 
encourages or assists others to achieve.   
 
Bronwyn Early   -   Leadership in Co-Curricular 
Parti ci pati on:  Bronwyn participates with 
distinction in co-curricular activities sponsored by 
the school and encourages others to do so. 
 
Charlie Brennan  -  Leadership in Community 
Servi ce:  Charlie serves others with a generous 
spirit and encourages others through his example 
of giving. 

 
Logan Petti t    -     Leadership in Community Building:  Logan takes a leadership role in 

activities that build and enhance community within his class, grade level, 
and school. 

 
Congratulations for outstanding leadership, Seventh Graders! 
 
Save the Dates!  During the week of May 19th the final Parent Coffees with Ms. Elsner, Ms. Preib, and 
me will be taking place.  Please mark your calendars for the following: 
 
 5th-8th Grade Parent Coffee, 8:30am, Parlor, Tuesday May 20 
 
 PS-4th Grade Parent Coffee, 8:30am, Parlor, Thursday, May 22 
 
The program for both Coffees will be to focus on the highlights and achievements of the students during 
the current year and to share a preview of the “new” news about the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. 
 
Field Day!  As you know, we changed the date of the Field Day to Friday, May 23 for Grades K-7.  
Free Dress also moved from May 30 to May 23, as did Box Tops Day. 
 
God Bless, 
Polly Skinner  
Head of School 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Thank You Parent Associati on 
The faculty and staff wish to thank the Parent Association for a week of surprises and treats: Monday’s 
note cards, Tuesday’s lattes, Wednesday’s after school banana splits, and Thursday’s popcorn and 
movie treat. 
 
2008-2009 Volunteer Opportunities Ð See ÒFrom the Development Offi ce.Ó 
 
Monday Memo Schedule Change 
There will be no E-Monday Memo sent on May 19. You will receive the E-Monday Memo on Tuesday, 
May 27.  
 
Villa Spring Concert Ð Wednesday, May 21, in the Theater, 7:00pm 
Our Spring Concert, featuring Villa Bands, Strings and Voices, is fast approaching!  
Invite your friends, family, and neighbors; it's open to all! 
 

!  Note to musicians: Arrive by 6:40 - 6:45pm (see detai ls below). 
We want our musicians to wear nice springtime dress.  Band students will need to arrive by 6:40pm 
for seating and tuning.  Villa Voices members please arrive by 6:45pm and come to the stage area 
to warm up with Ms. Johnson.  String players will get details from Mrs. E.  If there is a schedule 
conflict with any student, please contact Ms. Johnson, Mrs. E. or me, right away.  

 
!  There will be a combined rehearsal for Bands and Str ings on Thursday, May 15 in the 

Theater 7:30-8:15am. This is an important rehearsal. Please note it on your calendars. 
 

Seattl e Film Festi val Tickets on Sale Now. 
The Grade 7 film makers will present their Seattle neighborhood films in the Villa Theater on May 22. 
Doors open at 6:30pm. The Red Carpet Walk begins at 7:00pm. Ticket order forms can be found on the 
Villa website or in the Main Office.  
 

Snacks will be available for purchase, to enjoy during the movies. Space is limited so get your tickets 
now.  
 

Hello Box Top Supporters,  
Just a reminder that our Final Box Top Store of the year will be Friday, May 23. You may send in your 
box tops at any time.  Drop them in the Main Office in a baggie marked with your child's name and 
grade, and we'll make sure these points are in your child’s Box Top bank account to spend this year or 
next. Thanks!  
Sincerely,  
Paula H. 
Box Top Store 
  
Calling ALL LIBRARY Books!  Due June 2.  
Dear Parents,  
All Library resources are due Monday, June 2.  Please help your child return all Villa Library materials 
on time.  Each June we do a comprehensive review of resources in order to determine our needs for 
the next school year. Your help is very much appreciated. 
 

Karen Strand and Leslie Keeney 
Villa Library 
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FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE  
 
TUITION ACCOUNTS 
The April 2008 statement reflected the final billing for Preschool through 8th Grade tuition and laptops 
for the current school year. Please review your statement carefully.   
 
All balances wer e due May 1, 2008.  Please contact the Business Office if you have any questions 
about your account. 
 

Cathleen Schilling, Family Accounts, ext. 263, cschilling@thevilla.org 
Cynthia Wright, Business Manager, ext. 265, cwright@thevilla.org 

  
CLASS PLACEMENT 2008-2009  
 
As we begin thinking and planning for the 2008-2009 school year, we would like to share with you the 
process through which the Villa faculty and administration collaboratively assign students to homeroom 
classes and teachers.  As you know, at every grade level in our school we have superbly qualified 
teachers.  They are dedicated, warm, nurturing and attuned to the individual needs of each child, as 
well as offering excellent academic preparation for the subjects and/or grade levels they are teaching. 
How lucky we are!   
 
In determining the make-up of various groupings throughout the school, we take into account a number 
of factors. Some of these may be quite obvious to you, while others may be a surprise. 
 
First, teachers complete a mini-profile about each student, using their knowledge of the student 
gathered throughout the year from observation, interactions, testing, informal assessments, as well as 
information gained from parents through our partnership. We then begin to build classes, using these 
profiles.  We ask these questions: 
  

"  Is there a balance between boys and girls in the section, relative to the total number of boys and 
girls in the grade? 

  
"  Do we have a mix of students who live in the neighborhood as well as those who come a longer 

distance? 
  

"  Are a variety of religious denominations represented in each section? 
  

"  Have we mixed students from the previous year’s sections so they get to know others in their 
grade? 

  
"  Is there a balance of personality types:  more reserved, outgoing, verbal, reflective, etc.? 

  
"  Have we looked at combinations of students who create a positive learning environment? 

  
"  Are students new to Villa evenly mixed among the grade level sections? 

 
The placement process is a thoughtful one and is completed over several months, with the students’ 
needs always at the center. The goal is to create a positive, supportive community of learners.  This 
community should be diverse in many ways. The more subtle questions we ask ourselves include: 
  

"  How independent is the student when completing his/her work? 
  

"  How does he/she do in group work situations? 
  

"  What academic or social challenges face this student? 
 

"  How can we best accommodate those challenges? 
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"  What is the child’s predominant learning style? 

  
"  What teaching style(s) would best support this student? 

  
"  What friendships within the grade level need to be supported? 

  
"  What combinations of students should be changed? 

  
As you can see, these questions cover a range of topics from the overall class composition to the 
needs of the individual student. We realize students’ skills and talents are varied, so we seek to create 
a balance within a classroom. It is also critical that the professional staff have the flexibility to make 
placement decisions that benefit all students. Much time, thought and prayer goes into this process.  It 
is never perfect, but when we continue to focus on the goal stated above, good decisions for students 
are made.  
  
The purpose of this letter is to demystify the class placement process.  We wanted to share with you 
the depth of the thinking and reflection that occurs.  If you feel, after reading this article, that there is 
something we may not know about your child that is important to this process, please send an email to 
Mrs. Elsner (Preschool through Grade 5) or Ms. Preib (Grades 6 through 8) by Wednesday, May 28.  
We ask that these notes or emails not contain requests for specific teachers, but rather new information 
gained this year about your child that would assist in placement decisions. Thank you for your 
understanding and support in this process. 
   
Jody Elsner                                                           Pat Preib 
jelsner@thevilla.org                                                 ppreib@thevilla.org     
Lower School Director     Middle School Director 
  

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  
 

2008-2009 Volunteer Opportunities 
One great way to support the school is by volunteering.  Your generous gifts of time and talent help us 
fill many roles – click on the link in your E-Memo – for information about the opportunities available 
during the 2008-2009 school year.  Once you’ve decided how you would like to volunteer, you may 
print, complete, and submit the volunteer form (available in the Main Office) to the Main Office, or email 
the details of how you’d like to volunteer to Brigette Quichocho at bquichocho@thevilla.org.  Your 
participation is greatly appreciated! 
  
SERT NEWS  
Happy Monday, Villa families! SERT, Villa’s Student Emergency Response Team, is excited to tell you 
what we are doing. As you may know, we are a group of 7th and 8th grade students who have been 
trained to know how to respond when disaster strikes. All this training has come in handy, and we 
would like to share what we have learned. As a part of our work to help keep our school safe, we will be 
running a series of articles to inform you about what you need to know to stay safe in the event of an 
emergency or disaster.   
 
Please feel free to send in questions for us to answer by emailing njenner@thevilla.org with “Ask 
SERT” in the subject line. 
 
As our motto says, “Alert Today, Alive Tomorrow!” 
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Step One: Make a Plan! 
 
 Are you ready for disasters? What would you do in the event of a house fire or an earthquake? 
You have to get ready. It is simple to get ready, here’s what you should to do this week… 
 

o Sit down with your family and ask if you have a disaster plan. 
o Go over the disaster plan with your whole family present; everyone should know. 
o Have an out-of-area emergency contact number. You should call this person once you are safe, 

and let them know you are well. This person should be reliable. 
o MAKE A DISASTER KIT! (Specific details on building a disaster kit to come.) 
o Review and practice the plan a few times; make sure you know what to do. 
 
Now, if you do not have a plan, make one! 

 
Example House Fire Family Plan: 
 

o For a house fire, you want to have a route to get out of your house fast. 
o Get yourself out of the house and meet with your family in a specified place outside, AWAY from 

your house. 
o If you have pets, be sure that one person in your family is designated to make sure your pets 

are out of the house as well. 
o Once your family is outside, call the fire department. 
 

Be careful, smart, and safe! 
   
FROM THE PARENT ASSOCIATION  
Volunteer Brunch Invi tati on 
The Villa Parent Association would like to invite all parent association volunteers to the annual Parent 
Appreciation brunch Thursday, June 5, from 8:45-11:45am in the Villa Parlor. Please RSVP to Dalia Z. 
at zdalia@comcast.net Hope to see you there! 
  
CYO NEWS  
CYO Uniform Return Lottery 
Bring any and all Villa CYO uniforms to Villa and enter a drawing to win various Villa Spirit items. 
Just put the uniform in a big zip lock with your name on it, and drop it off by the water fountain in the 
Gym before May 23. Our lottery drawing will be on May 27. 
 

Fall Soccer Registr ati on 
This is the FINAL WEEK for Fall Soccer Regist ration. Registr ati on cl oses Friday, May 16. Please 
click on the Villa website FORMS link to download registration forms and return the completed forms to 
the Villa Main Office.  Forms are also available in the Main Office. 

"  Practi ces will begin in mid to late August (at the coach’s discretion) with games beginning in 
early September. 

"  Registr ation fees for the upcoming season are: $55 for Grades 1 -2, $80 for Grades 3 – 8. 
"  Please do not send a check. Your tuition account will be billed.  

Go Vikings! 
Kevin Lee 
   
EDP NEWS   
Please Remember- 
If your student is in Kindergarten through Grade 5 and comes to before school care, state licensing 
guidelines require that a parent sign the child in to EDP each day.  We appreciate your help with this 
safety regulation. 
 
By 12:00 noon each day please remember to communicate all changes in your child's EDP schedule 
to the staff via email, edp@thevilla.org.  


