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  Fourth-Grade Curriculum Overview 2007/2008 
 

 

READING 
Our reading program is literature-based. There are a variety of components that make up our program. Using a 
program called Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing we study critical literary elements, using fiction and 
non-fiction literature to learn skills necessary to be effective readers. Students will continue to learn to actively 
respond to what they are reading. In September our focus is on realistic fiction. As part of this study, throughout 
the year the children will be required to read one chapter book a month from a specific genre and complete a 
small project for each. While the format of the project changes from project to project, the activities generally 
focus on vocabulary development, comprehension, and written as well as artistic reflection on what is read.  
 

In addition to the Daybook, students do in-depth novel studies, as well as engage in brief, integrated reading and 
writing activities. Through our program students learn to read actively, build essential skills for reading well, 
and develop a greater appreciation for fiction and non-fiction alike.  
 

SPELLING 
Rather than a spelling-based program, Fourth Grade students use a more vocabulary-based program called 
Wordly Wise.  Students are given two weeks to complete each section, with many of the assignments completed 
as homework and a test given on the Friday of the second week. Definitions, sentences, memorization, and 
vocabulary drills/games are just some of the techniques we use to encourage the development of a rich spelling 
and writing vocabulary. 
 

WRITING 
Students write daily using the Six Traits Plus One model of writing (ideas and content, organization, voice, 
word choice, sentence fluency, conventions, plus presentation). Each trait is explored separately, while at the 
same time building on the previously learned skills. Not all pieces of writing will be evaluated for all of the six 
traits of good writing.  
 

Using the Writers Express Language Program as a resource, students develop skills in writing pieces that 
contain a beginning, middle, and end. Particular attention is given to editing for simple spelling, punctuation, 
and grammar. Students continue to develop and organize their ideas into paragraphs, generate interesting topic 
and closing sentences, and begin to experiment with the use of dialogue in their writing. We integrate the use of 
laptops in our writing program and celebrate our growth along the way by periodically publishing our works.    
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RELIGION 
Students learn that goodness and love come to us from God through all of His creation. God calls us to love and 
respect others and ourselves. The Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes are our guides for living the way of 
Jesus; a life of love and respect for God, truth, people, and property. We will learn that the Church is a 
community whose members are united in one Body of Christ and continues to spread GodÕs teachings on Earth. 
 

We celebrate the liturgical seasons of the year such as Advent and Lent, learn about Reconciliation, and share 
readings from the Bible, which provides us with stories, poetry, prayers, and histories of the events and people 
we will talk about. Text: Blest Are We by Silver Burdett Ginn Religion 
 

To teach and practice problem-solving skills, students participate in the Second Step program and class 
meetings on a weekly basis. 
 
 

MATH 
The Everyday Mathematics 2007 program, guided by standards set by the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics (NCTM), encourages students to become math ÒthinkersÓ not just Ònumber movers,Ó as they make 
the transition from concrete operations to thinking and using skills more abstractly. The exploration of patterns 
and the extension of mathematical concepts provide students with a look at a whole new world of possibilities. 
Partner and small group activities encourage students to share their thinking and ideas with their peers in a safe 
environment. There is a focus on the origins and language of mathematics, and students are expected to develop 
quick recall of number facts and arithmetic skills in performance of certain tasks (basic facts, rounding, 
estimating, mental math, multiplying with multiples of ten, finding equivalent fractions, etc.). Because one of 
the program goals is to provide students with opportunities to think about problems within the context of 
everyday experiences, mathematics instruction also integrates with other content areas. 
 

SCIENCE 
We begin our study with a unit on electricity. This 
is a very Òhands onÓ unit that allows students to 
explore the concept of electricity, and have an 
opportunity to build a variety of circuits and see 
how they affect their daily lives.  
 
Our Science curriculum also covers the forests of 
Washington. We take a look at what makes up a 
forest and the animals that live in one. We 
investigate food chains and how they impact the 
life cycle of a forest in Washington. We wrap up 
this unit by dissecting owl pellets and ÒseeÓ the 
result of a portion of a food chain Òin action.Ó   
Text: Addison Wesley Science & Delta Science 
Modules  
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
We examine the physical regions and early history of 
Washington state. We focus on geography skills, Native 
Americans who lived in our area as long as 10,000 years 
ago, the early explorers, and development of the 
Northwest, beginning with the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. Our study will culminate with the arrival of 
early pioneers who traveled across the ÒOregon Trail.Ó  
 

We participate in a variety of activities, including a 
Pioneer Day at school, and a simulation activity that 
brings Lewis and ClarkÕs expedition, with all of its 
hardships, to life for the students. 
 

Students have an opportunity to broaden their knowledge 
of Washington by completing independent projects of 
choice in the spring. Text: Discovering Washington by 
Ruth Pelz 
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SPECIALISTS 
Fourth Grade students also participate in a varied schedule and see specialists in the following areas:  
 

Art: 60 minutes - once a week Library: 45 minutes - once a week PE: 30 minutes - twice a week 
French: 45 minutes - twice a week Music: 30 minutes - twice a week  Technology: 45 minutes-twice a week 
 

ART 
The art curriculum is concept-based with concepts introduced, then used at each grade level with increasing 
complexity. Art goals often overlap with classroom goals, so there will be some collaborative, integrated 
projects throughout the year. Some concepts covered include line and color families, focal point, 
pattern/rhythm, balance, and simple perspective. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Fourth grade students are introduced to more complex activities such as Frisbee games, volleyball, soccer, 
basketball and floor hockey.  We continue to focus on lifelong fitness and promote sportsmanship, self-
improvement, individual growth and teamwork.  Students are evaluated primarily on effort and attitude. 
 
 
 

LIBRARY 
The goal of our program is to develop students who value learning and have the skills, strategies, and processes 
to be independent users of information. The library curriculum provides learning opportunities for students to 
develop skills in information literacy, literature appreciation, and responsible library behaviors. 
 
Information Literacy and the Research Process 

• Formulate central and sub questions 
• Review and use pre search strategies 
• Locate and compare resources for relevancy  
• Review paraphrasing, note taking and summarizing 
• Use strategies to synthesize and apply information 
• Create a product that demonstrates understanding  
• Match product to established criteria 

Literature Appreciation and Reading for Meaning 
• Respond, select and evaluate ÒBest BookÓ Nominees 
• Review and compare elements of story 
• Recall and interpret facts from stories and illustrations 
• Read and respond to a variety of genres 
• Respond to a variety of literature representing different perspectives, cultures and traditions 
• Practice strategies for visual literacy 

Library Responsibilities 
• Review use of search stations and organization of collection 
• Understand the purpose of a variety of materials 
• Use search station, call number and classification system to locate resources 
• Introduce strategies for setting goals 
• Select books based on readability, relevance and/or recommendations 
• Understand fair use of resources and information 
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FRENCH 

The French program presents language in meaningful 
situations and builds continuity with the development of 
specific themes. Students use the language to 
communicate and to express. By incorporating Total 
Physical Response (TPR) and storytelling methods, 
students respond with physical activity to increasingly 
complex teacher commands.  This develops oral 
comprehension and facilitates language acquisition and 
retention.   
 
A variety of methods are used, including a whole 
language method and limited immersion.  The majority 
of class time is conducted in French. 
 

MUSIC 
The purpose of our music program is to expose students 
to a wide range of musical experiences so they may 
develop a foundation for lifelong appreciation of music. 
This is accomplished by providing students with 
learning experiences so they develop the skills 
described by the Association for the Supervision of 
Curriculum Development (ASCD) benchmarks while 
learning concepts related to the elements of music. The 
activities designed to provide such experiences are 
singing, playing recorders, Orff and other percussion 
instruments, moving to music, reading music, listening, 
and performing. 

TECHNOLOGY 
Twice each week, Lower School students come to VillaÕs iMac computer lab to build their computer literacy 
skills and experiment with a wide range of technologies, including digital cameras. Assigned projects undertaken 
in this class integrate with the studentsÕ classroom curriculum throughout the school year.   
 

Over the course of the year, Fourth and Fifth Grade students utilize every program in the computer lab; from 
KidPix to PowerPoint, Excel to iMovie, iDVD and iWeb, Microsoft Word to the Internet. Many times students 
choose the application that best suits the assignment. For example, one student may choose to create a slide show 
using PowerPoint or Print Shop Deluxe to produce a brochure. At this point in their Òcomputer careersÓ their 
knowledge of the varied programs in the computer lab is vast. 
 


