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ACADEMY

Fourth-Grade Curriculum Overview 2007/2008

READING

Our reading program is literature-based. There are avariety of components tha make up our program. Using a
program caled Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing we study critical literary elements, usngfiction and
nonfiction literature to learn skills necessary to be effective readers. Students will continueto learn to actively
respondto wha they are reading. In September our focusisonredlistic fiction. As pat of this study, throughout
theyear the children will berequired to read onechgpter booka month from a specific genre and complete a
small project for each. While theformat of the project changes from project to project, the activities generally
focusonvocabulary development, comprehenson, and written as well as artistic reflection onwhat isread.

In additionto the Daybook, students do in-depth novd studies, aswell asengagein brief, integrated reading and
writing activities. Throughour program students learn to read actively, build essential skills for reading well,
and develop a greater appreciation for fiction and nonfiction alike,

SPELLING

Rather than a spdling-based program, Fourth Grade students use a more vocabulary-based program called
Wordly Wise. Students are given two weeks to complete each section, with many of the assignments completed
as homework and atest given on the Friday of the secondweek. Definitions sentences, memorization, and
vocabulary drills'games are jug some of thetechniques we use to encourage the development of arich spdling
and writing vocabulary.

WRITING

Students write dally usng the Six Traits PlusOnemodd of writing (ideas and content, organization, voice,
word choice, sentence fluency, conventions plus presentation). Each trait is explored separately, while at the
same time building onthe previoudy learned skills. Not al pieces of writingwill beevaluaed for al of thesix
traits of goodwriting.

Using the Writers Express Language Program as aresource, students develop skillsin writing pieces tha
contain a beginning, middle, and end. Particular attention is given to editing for smple spdling, punduation,
and grammar. Students continueto develop and organize thar ideas into paragraphs generate interesting topic
and clogng sentences, and begin to experiment with the use of dialoguein thar writing. We integrate the use of
laptopsin our writing program and celebrate our growth aongtheway by periodically publishing our works.
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RELIGION

Students learn tha goodnes and love come to usfrom God throughall of His creation. God calls usto loveand
respect others and ourselves. The Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes are our guides for living the way of
Jesus, alife of loveand respect for God, truth, people, and propaty. We will learn that the Churchisa
community whose members are united in oneBody of Christ and continues to spread God® teachingson Earth.

We celebrate theliturgical seasonsof theyear such as Advent and Lent, learn about Recondliation, and share
readingsfrom the Bible, which provides uswith stories, podry, prayers, and histories of the events and people
we will talk about Text: Blest Are We by Silver Burdett Ginn Religion

To teach and practice problem-solving skills, students participae in the Second Step program and class
meetingson aweekly basis.

MATH

The Everyday Mathematics 2007 program, guided by standards set by the Nationd Counal of Teachers of
Mathematics (NCTM), encourages students to become math QhinkersOnotjust wumbe movers,Oas they make
thetrangtion from conaete opaationsto thinking and usgng skills more abdractly. Theexploration of paterns
and the extenson of mathematical conaepts provide students with alook at awhole new world of possibilities.
Partner and small group activities encourage students to share thar thinking and ideas with ther peersin a safe
environment. Thereisafocusontheoriginsand languaye of mathematics, and students are expected to develop
quick recall of nunmber facts and arithmetic skillsin performance of certain tasks (basic facts, rounding,
estimating, mental math, multiplying with multiples of ten, finding equivalent fractions etc.). Because oneof
the program gods isto provide students with oppatunities to think about problems within the context of
everyday experiences, mathematics ingruction also integrates with other content areas.

SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES
We begin our study with aunit onelectricity. This  We examinethe physcal regionsand early history of
isavery handsonQunit that allows students to Washington state. We focuson geography skills, Native

explore the concept of electricity, and have an Americanswholived in our area aslongas 10,000years
oppotunity to build a variety of circuits and see ago, theearly explorers, and development of the
how they affect ther daly lives. Northwest, beginning with the Lewis and Clark

expedition. Our study will culminae with thearrival of
Our Science curriculumaso coverstheforestsof  early pioneers who traveled across the Dregon Trail.O

Washington. We take alook at wha makesup a . . . o _
forest and the animals tha livein one We We paticipaein avariety of activities, indudinga

investigate food chainsand how they impact the ~ Pioneer Day a school, and asmulation activity that
life cycle of aforest in Washington. We wrap up bnngs_l_e\ms qnd Clark@ expedition, with al of its

this unit by dissecting owl pellets and GseeOthe hardships to life for the students.

result of aportion of afoodchan On action.O
Text: Addison Wesley Science & Delta Science
Modules

Students have an oppotunity to broaden their knowledge
of Washington by completing indgpendent projects of
choice in the spring. Text: Discovering Washington by
Ruth Pelz
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SPECIALISTS
Fourth Grade students also paticipae in avaried schedule and see specidists in thefollowing aress:

Art: 60 minues - once a week Library: 45 minutes - once a week ~ PE: 30 minues - twice a week
French: 45 minutes - twice a week  Music: 30 minutes - twice a week Technology: 45 minutes-twice a week

ART

Theart curriculumis concept-based with conaeptsintroduceed, then used at each gradelevel with inareasing
complexity. Art gods often overlap with classroomgods, so there will be some collaborative, integrated
projects throughouttheyear. Some conacepts covered indudeline and color families, focal point,
patern/rhythm, bdance, and ssmple perspective.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Fourth grade students are introducd to more complex activities such as Frisbee games, volleybdl, soccer,
basketbdl and floor hodkey. We continueto focuson lifelongfitness and promote sportsmandhip, self-
improvement, individud growth and teamwork. Students are evaluated primarily on effort and attitude

LIBRARY

Thegod of our program isto develop students who valuelearning and have the skills, strategies, and processes
to beindgpendent users of information. Thelibrary curriculum provides learning oppotunities for students to
develop skillsin information literacy, literature appreciation, and responsble library behaviors.

Information Literacy and the Research Process

* Formulate central and sub questions
Review and use pre search strategies
L ocate and compare resources for relevancy
Review paaphrasing, note taking and summarizing
Use strategies to synthesize and apply information
Create aprodud tha demongrates undestanding
Match produd to established criteria
Literature Appreciation and Reading for Meaning
Respond,select and evaluate Best BookONominees
Review and compare elements of story
Recall and interpret facts from stories and illugrations
Read and respondto a variety of genres
Respondto avariety of literature representing different perspectives, cultures and traditions
Practice strategies for visud literacy

Library Responsibilities
* Review use of search stationsand organization of collection
* Undestand the purpose of avariety of materias
* Use search gtation, call number and classification system to locate resources
* Introduee strategies for setting gods
* Select booksbased on readability, relevance and/or recommenddions
* Undeastandfair use of resources and information
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FRENCH

TheFrench program presents languaye in meaningful
situaionsand builds continuity with the devel opment of
specific themes. Students use thelanguageto
communicate and to express. By incorporating Tota
Phydca Respong (TPR) and storytelling methods
students respondwith physcal activity to increasingly
complex teacher commands This developsora
comprehengon and facilitates languaye acquisition and
retention.

A variety of methodsare used, induding a whole

languaye method and limited immersion. The mgority
of classtimeis conduded in French.

TECHNOLOGY

MUSIC

Thepurmpo< of ourmusc program is to expose students
to awiderangeof mudcal experiences so they may
develop afoundaionfor lifelongappreciation of musc.
Thisis accomplished by providing students with
learning experiences so they develop the skills
described by the Assodation for the Supavision of
Curriculum Development (ASCD) benchmarks while
learning concepts related to the elements of musc. The
activities designad to provide such experiences are
singing, playing recorders, Orff and other percussion
ingruments, moving to musc, reading mugc, listening,
and performing.

Twice each week, Lower School students come to Villa@iMac computer lab to build their computer literacy
skills and experiment with awiderangeof technologies, induding digital cameras. Assigned projects undetaken
in this class integrate with the studentsOclassroom curriculum throughoutthe school year.

Over the course of theyear, Fourth and Fifth Grade students utilize every program in the computer lab; from
KidPix to PowerPoint, Excel toiMovie, iDVD andiWeb, Microsoft Word to the Internet. Many times students
choo the application tha best suits the assignment. For example, onestudent may choo to create a slide show
usng PowerPoint or Print Shop Deluxe to produe a brochure. At this pointin ther Qomputer careersOtheir
knowledgeof thevaried programs in the computer lab is vast.
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