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LANGUAGE ARTS

Language Arts focuses on skilled and proficient communication, both written and oral. Language skillsare
integrated into all areas of the Middle School curriculum induding mathematics and science; however, the
Languaye Arts classis specifically dedicated to promoting excellent overall communication skills.

Villa Academy embraces The Six Traits PlusOnemodd of writing, K-8, amodd that focuses on six traits of
writing competency: 1) Organization and Idess, 2) Content, 3) Voice, 4) Word Choice, 5) Sentence Fluency, 6)
Conventions and the skill of Presentation. A process approach to written work is used, providing students with
aprocess that takes them throughpre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing stages to afind writing
sample. Using the Writing and Grammar: Communication and Action series as a founddion, students enjoy
ample oppotunities to write for different purposesin avariety of styles: descriptive, narative, persussive,
compaison and contrast, and cause and effect. Writing mechanics, grammar, and vocabulary building are
emphasized throughoutthe writing process.

Middle School students are expected to develop strongoral presentation skills as a component of beng an
effective communicator. In al classes the students enjoy oppotunities to discuss, describe and present as
individud speakersor in small groups

Throughspeeches, oral readings mock trials, pand presentations and class discussions the students become
comfortable with and proficient in speaking publicly. It is expected tha students will integrate technology as a
suppot to presentations knowing how to speak and use multimedia ssmultaneoudy and effectively isafocusof
the Middle School program.

LITERATURE

The Literature program promotes the devel opment of critical reading and andytical skills. The program affords
thestudents arich and varied offering of literature induding classic and contemporary titles. Thefaculty
provides oppotunities for reflection and discussion of the aesthetics and meaning of literature relative to
individud and universal themes. Vocabulary development, exposure to different cultures and literary genres,
and oppottunities to examineinteresting and complex issues and chalenges embeddel in literature are
hdlmarks of Villa Academy® Middle School program.

Some of thetitles the students read during their Middle School yearsindude butare nat limited to the
following:

The Golden Goblet TheOutsiders Animal Farm
TheTempest The Slave Dancer Romeo & Juliet
A Christmas Carol Touding Spirit Bear Lord of theFlies

To Kill A Mockingbird Of Miceand Men

TheMiddle School students are also expected to maintain an active program of reading outside the classroom
and are given thelatitudeto select booksfor independent reading from variousgenres tha will beafocusof the
Literature class at regular intervals.
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RELIGION

TheReligion program in Grades Six to Eight promotes a persond and active faith in God. Each studentis
encouraged to develop his or her ability to reflect on higher relationship with self, God, and others. The sanctity
and respect of self, based on a student@ appreciation of his or her gifts and talents and relationship with family
and God, are fundamnenta to all relationhips

The program offers oppotuntities for students to learn abouttherelationship with God and othe's throughthe
Catholic tradition and Cabrinian spiritudity. Persond and commund prayer, liturgical celebrations retreats, and
community service activities provide oppotunities for the students to act uponther faith. In additionto class
and school wide service oppotunities, students are expected to fulfill aminimum of eight hours of community
service indgpendently each trimester.

¥Grade Six Community and Old Testament

Thefocusof the Grade Six program is a study of the Old Testament and its themes Prevelation and covenant,
exodusand ddivery, thekingdomof Isragl, the Prophés, exile and recondliation, and God® promises. Through
these themes the students learn about Scripture and the Christian tradition, as well asthelink between the
people of the Old and the New Testament. Discussion centers on theway we choo to live ourlivesin relation
to God and owr naghbos.

¥Grade Seven Community and New Testament
The Grade Seven program primarily focuses on the New Testament and thelife of JesusChrist. To live as Jesus
did as portrayed in New Testament Scripture themes of community, love, hope judice, courage recondliation,
and stewardship forms a basis for class discussion and activities. Community service provides oppotunities for
putting New Testament Gogpd valuesinto action.

¥Grade Eight Service, Ethics, and World Religions

The Grade Eight Religion program revolves arourd the themes of service, ethics, and world religions These
broad concepts are integrated into other subject areas tha the students study in variousclasses. World religionis
theintrodudory unit and examines different religiousbdief systemsworldwide The students learn abouteach
bdief system and come to adeeper undestanding of the world@ people and faiths Attention is given to various
Chrigtian faith traditions aswell as non-Christian religions

Persond ethicsis atopic tha comes at an important time in thelives of youngadolescents. Each studentis
developing persond bdiefs and values tha will gudehis or her future attitudes, thinking, and behaviors.
Literatureis avehicle for illugrating theimportance of ethical behavior. Responsble choices, right vs. wrong
values, and Catholic Soda Teaching are discussion topics tha animate this unit of study.

Community service, an important component of Villa@ program at all gradelevels, occupies an even more
prominent role in the Grade Eight curriculum. Sodal judice, thelife and dignity of the human person, our call
to community and participation, rights and responsbilities, the dignity of work, and care for God@ creation are
discussed and providethefounddion for student service efforts.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Middle School Sodal Studies provides awell-rourded approach to undestanding our culture and how it
interplays with othersin aglobd sodety. Civics, culture, geography, and history provide the content for the
Sodal Studies program. The program is integrated with other areas of thecurriculum BLanguaye Arts,
Literature, and Religion Bofferingrich, broad, and degp oppotunities for students to engagein holistic learning
expeiences. Students are invited and expected to employ thar full array of research, technology, critical
thinking, writing, and presentation skills with sodal studies projects.

¥Grade Six Ancient Civilizationsand World History

This course provides an exciting introdudion to elements of andent cultures and the history of the world.
Topics examined indudeMesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. Historical eras of focusare the Middle Ages,
Renassance, and Age of Revolutions World, Adventuresin Time and Place isthekey textud resource for the
classwith a variety of supplemental resources available to the students such as libraries and the I nternet.
Students also demondrate knowledgeof historical eras throughproject based learning activities.

¥Grade Seven Washington State History

Grade 7 Sodad Studies focuses on hdping students develop and apply emergent critical thinking skillsto a
variety of academic content. Over thecourse of the year, students will discern wha makes the Pacific
Northwest and Seattle uniqueby identifying historical, geographical, economic, and cultural characteristics.
Students will undestand and apply the Five Themes of Geography to Seattle, the Pacific Northwest, and the
Pacific Rim. Students will become familiar with both the formal and informal language of rhetoric and critical
thinking by applying these conaepts to theinterpretation of current local and globd events. Studentswill gan
awareness of thar placein our local and globd communities and will apply critical thinking skillsto theideas
of stewardship and sugainability. Students will use information from a variety of sourcesinduding textbooks
guest speakers, webgtes, and film to process content in Pacific Northwest History, Geography, and
Sudainability and Stewardship. During the Sodal Studies period, students will also participae in tasks and
exercises to strengthen thar study skills and organizationd skills.

¥Grade Eight United States History

Grade Eight Soda Studes provides a well-roundel, thematic approach to undestanding American history and
culture and how Americansinterplay with other culturesin aglobd sodety. Thethemestha drivethe U.S.
History content are: govenment, immigration, indudrialization, and civil rights. The U.S. History content
serves as the vehicle for continued development of critical skills, induding reading, technology, andyzing,
researching, writing, presenting, problem solving, and summarizing. Studentswill investigate avariety of
sources, induding textbooks maps, photographs political cartoons journds, films, and newspapers.

MATHEMATICS

The Grade Six to Eight program is designed to provide students with an accelerated course offering in
preparation for advanced and Honors classes at the high school level. The central resource of Villa@
mathematics program is College Preparatory Mathematics, which provides an excellent trangtion from
Everyday Mathematics to seconday level mathematics classes.

Students are ingructiondly grouped according to multiple and varied data sources induding standadized and
WASL test scores, teache recommenddions and the mathematics backgroundand comfort/confidence level of
each student. Thedesign of the schedule, as well as the collaboration of the math teaching team alow for
flexible assignments of students between and among math groups This pemits a highly responsve approach to
meeting student needs
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College Preparatory Mathematics enables the math faculty to move the students throughthefollowing scope
and sequence:

¥Foundationsfor AlgebrabYear 1: Grade 6

This course will prepare the student for future Algebra courses. The course covers the area of number sense,
algebra and fundions mathematical reasoning, measurement and Geometry, and statistics and probability with
daaandyss. Thespira design of the course allows studentsto review past skills and develop new conaepts
throughlogic and mathematical reasoning skills. The problems tha students will be exposed to are very much
the same as those an adult encountersin every day life. Thiscourseis comparableto a standad Pre-Algebra
course.

¥Foundationsfor AlgebrabYear 2: Grades6 and 7

This courseis a continuaion of Founddions1. Studentswill review themathematical skills developed in
Foundaions1 and develop amore in-depth undestanding of these skills. The student will berequired to apply
more than oneconaept to solve many of the problems. By inareasing the nunber of stepsrequired to solve a
given problem, the student sees the application of Algebrato therea world.

¥Algebra 7A

This course is designed to allow students to start Algebrain the 7" grade The course will usethe CPM Algebra
Connects series. Thecourse will cover thefirst hdf Algebra 1 over thewhole year. The student will progress
throughthe curriculum at a pace tha alows them gan ahighe level of undestanding. Thecourseisaso
designed to give the student the skills needed to use Algebrato solve rea world types problems.

¥Algebra: Grades7and 8

This course offers the student amore formal approach to Algebra. The student will berequired to use algebraic
reasoning to suppot their answver to given problems. The course exposes the student to the application of
Algebrato other disciplines in mathematics. The spira approach of thetext reviews those skills developal in
the Foundaionscourses and prior work in arithmetic.

¥Algebra 8A
This course is designed to allow students to finish the second haf of Algebra 1 (7A) during their 8" grade year.

¥Algebra and Geometry : Grade 8

This course developsa formal approach to algebraic reasoning. The student will work with the Propeties of
Algebrato see how the propetiesform thelogical approach to solving problems. After theformal approach
usng Algebrato solve problems, thestudent will be introduced to the concepts of Geometry. Studentswill be
required to use the ddfinitions podulates and theorems of Geometry to suppot ther solutions Students will
learn how to write geometric proofs usgng a variety of methods

In addition to the courses tha the Middle School students take, there are oppotunities beyondthe scope of the
classroomto further develop math and problem solving skills. An after-school Math Clubis open to interested
students wishing to devote time to more chdlenging and in-depth content or to thoe who want to have
additiond fun with the subject. Also, Villa students paticipate in avariety of mathematics contests and
competitionsin thearea
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SCIENCE

Middle School Science isinquiry-based, seeking to animate theintellectud curiosty of 11-14 year old students
aboutthear world and the magic of science. Key science conaepts are the vehicles for students to develop
inquiry skills. Oppottunities aboundfor students to ob<erve, infer, predict, collect daa, communicate, and
collaborate with others aroundinteresting science topics.

Grade Six Science: Human Body, Motion and Forces, Light and Sound, Ecosystems:

The course will focuson thefollowing topics:

The systems of the human bodyBhow they work and how to keep them hedlthy.
Themovement and interactionsof matter throughan examinaion of motion, forces and waves.
Thetask of produdng and sharing aresearch project on atopic of the student@ choice.
Theimportance of the scientific process and scientific inquiry skills, such as problem solving,
guestioning, observing, inferring, predicting, collecting data, communicating and collaborating.

K K K K

Grade Seven Science: Geology, Landforms, Atmosphere and Weather, Astronomy:
The course will focuson thefollowing topics:
¥ Themagjor types of rocks and minerals Bhow they are formed viatherocdk cycle.
¥ Congructive and Destructive forces of plang Earth, induding theforces that created thelandforms of
the Pacific Northwest.
¥ Layersof amogpheae, and mgor types of weather and ther causes.
¥ Themaor componets of our solar system Bobserving thevast distances of space and creating a model
of our solar system.

Grade Eight Science: Characteristics of Life, Cell theory, Structure and Function, Genetics, Evolution,
Classification-Taxonomy:
The course will focuson thefollowing:
¥ Thell characterigtics of life, and distinguishing between thingstha are living, formerly living and non-
living;
¥ Theprocess of examining cells and tissues unde the microscopeand creating 3 dimensond modds of a
cell;
¥ Anintrodudionto genetics;
¥ Theimportance of undestanding natural selection, and adgptations
¥ Thelevelsof classfication, developing a classification key.

TheMiddle School Science Labsare active hubsof handsoninvestigaions Common activities indude
creating modds, conduding demongrations researching, and discussing. Students learn to condud the
scientific method, take detailed notes, and write lab reports in preparation for college preparatory science
programs at the high school level. Thee are oppatunities to use the campusand its naural features as an
utdoorOclassroom Additiondly, thestudents travel to the Museum of Flightto paticipae in the Space
Shuttle Simulation and to Eastern Washington to study the geologic features of Washington State.
Additiondly, thereis an optiond summer trip to Mt. St. Helen@to investigate the earth@ processes.
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INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES

TheMiddle School Internaiond Languaye program offers students either French or Spanish asthar languaye
of choice during thear three yearsin the program. During ther three-year course of study the students will
complete the equivalent of French | or Spanish | high school internaiond language

TheMiddle School Internaiond Languaye program is communication based and designed to hdp buld
proficiency, both orally and in writing. An important component of the Internaiond Language program is also
to introduce students to the culture, history, geography and cusgoms of French and Spanish-speaking countries,
andto ingill aloveof thelanguage and culture. To thisend, we use awidevariety of activities and games
designal to make learning relevant and fun. We use the mog current methodobgy for teachingaforeign
languaye, and follow the Nationd Foreign Languaye Standads We use the natural approach where French and
Spanish are primarily spoken in context and while doing meaningful activities.

FINE ARTS

A hdlmark of VillaAcademy® mission to educate to fullness of personis arich program in visud arts and
mudc. We seek to develop within each student a uniquecapacity to create, perform, and respondto theworld
throughvariousart forms based on knowedgeand skills tha have been nurtured throughour academic and
student life programs. The arts provide a powerful meansto foger ajoy of learning. Middle School students
engagein extendel class periodsof visud artsand musc for atrimester each. Oppottunities for integrated
projects between and amongvariouscurricular areas provide the students with relevant experiences
encompassing a variety of media. Performance-based assessment is ample throughfinished art pieces and
concerts that showcase the talents and accomplishments of our students. Outside of classtime, students also
have the oppotunity to participate in co-curricular activities such as band, choir, stringsensemble, and thestre.

PHY SICAL EDUCATION

Villa Academy@ Physical Education program matches the developmental levels of the 11-14 year old learner.
The scopeand sequence of the program is based on the Nationd Standadsfor Physcal Education. The
curriculumindudes abdance of skills and conaeptsin the areas of games, educationd gymnastics, and
rhythmical activities. Fitness is emphasized as a necessary element of healthy living. Throughactive
paticipaion and avariety of activities, thegod of the program isto promote fitness and fun. The Middle
School curriculumis designed with high expectationsfor theyoungadolescent@ psychonotor, cogniive, and
affective learning.

Several examples of thetypeand variety of activities students actively engagein indudeFrisbee games, yoga
volleybdl, soccer, basketbdl, floor hodey, softbdl, and ropejumping. Villa@ gym boasts a climbingwall that
affordsthe students oppotunity to develop bdance, strength and body control. Sportsmanship, self-
improvement, individud growth, and teamwork are emphasized. The campus soccer field, and climbing wall
provide dternaive locationsto the students for thar physcal education classes.

LIBRARY
Middle School students visit thelibrary every two weeks. Thegod of thelibrary program isto develop
students who valuelearning and have the skills, strategies and processes to beindgpendent users of information.
Thelibrary curriculum provides learning oppatunities for students to review and develop skillsin thefollowing
aress:

¥ Information literacy andtheresearch process

¥ Literature appreciation and reading for undestanding

¥ Library responsbilities
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TECHNOLOGY

Technology is atool to enhance thelearning process and is integrated into every content are of the Middle
School program. The objectives of the Technology program encompass knowing the characteristics and use of
computer hardware, opeaating systems, and software programs; undastanding therelationshipsamong science,
technology, sodety, andtheindividud; and undestanding therelevant use of technologyin alearning
environment.

Middle School students paticipae in a persond Laptop Program designed to provide each student with his or
her own QoolkitOfor learningin all classes. The Laptop program promotes individud initiative and creativity
while providing for an interactive learning environment tha draws upona student@ skills and knowledge
Students use application software (word processing, presentation, spreadsheet, and web publishing) and
simulation (Internaiond Languaye CD-ROMS), research (Internet and CD-ROMS) and technical (web design)
tools. Laptopsmay be purchased throughthe school and serviced throughVilla Academy@ Technology
Depatment.

ORGANIZATION AND STUDY SKILLS

Villa@ Organization and Study Skills Curriculumis designed to assist our students in the development of the
time, material and space management skills tha facilitate successful learning. Middle School students
paticipae in avariety of assessments and learning activities that hdp them identify ther individud learning
styles and preferences. They are then suppotted as they trandate this self-knowledgeinto approprate study
strategies and habits. The Organization and Study Skills Curriculum acknowedges what is uniqueabout
individud learners and enhances each student® academic voyage.

CLASSMEETINGS

Class meetingsare a safe time and environment for students to come togeher as awhole, celebrate their
accomplishments, show appreciation to ther classmates, and problem solve asaclass. Occurringweekly with a
designaed teacher, class meetingsare designed to teach students empowering life skills tha hdp them become
active paticipantsin school. Students come away from meetingsrealizing tha they:

Eare capable;

Ec ontribute in meaningful ways,

Ef eel genuindy needed;

Eus e persond power to make goodchoices tha influence wha happensat school;
Ebe tter undestand personal emotions

!
!
!
!
!
| Ene ed effective listening, communicating, and coopeating skills.
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